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Is it possible to be absolutely certain about anything? 

The correct answer to this question is a rock solid "Yes" and "No".

Experience has taught me that work life is full of questions that must be answered. 

Sometimes we can give answers with certainty and sometimes we can't. As a statistician I am obliged to always look at the probability of being correct and the probability of being wrong when I give an answer. Knowledge of probability allows me to give an approximation of correctness for any answer (the approximation is called confidence). A very large sample will provide a high confidence of correctness. A smaller sampling provides a smaller level of confidence of correctness.

There is a price that must be paid for certainty. The price is a heavy sampling. That is a fact of statistics. Someone smarter than me once said, "There is no such thing as a free lunch". To be certain of our conclusion we must pay the price of a heavy sampling.

What does all of this talk of sampling and conclusions have to do with living a Christian life? The Apostle Paul was many things (Tent Maker, Old Testament scholar, evangelist, church builder, disciple maker, fearless missionary, and probably many other things I can't think of at this moment), but I think he was also an expert at analyzing data.

Let's look at what Paul wrote in Romans: 

38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Romans 8:38-39

Was Paul certain about his claims to the Love of God? He says he was convinced - that sounds certain to me! How convinced was he? He uses some pretty solid comparisons to show his conviction. 

He says neither angels nor demons - the absolute extremes of good and bad. He says neither the present nor the future - the only two points in time we can impact. He says, nor any powers - not just some powers or a select group of powers - any powers. Then he finishes with, height or depth or anything else in all creation - that sums up all other possibilities. I think he was very certain of his conclusion.

Paul indicates a certainty, a conviction beyond any condition that nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Why was he so certain? Well, there is no such thing as a free lunch! Paul had a history with Jesus. He had sampled heavily. How did he sample? You might say he met our Lord in a flash one day (see Acts 9:3-6). After meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus, Paul entered into a relationship that would last the rest of his life and across the known world. He endured stoning, beatings, shipwreck, angry mobs and many violent responses to his message of love from above. And by all of this sampling he developed a conclusion about the ability of the world to separate us from God's love through Jesus. It is easy to say Paul's opinion was based on a large accumulation of data.

Maturity as a Christian takes time. I wish I could say it comes at the point of acceptance of Christ's Lordship, but all of us must grow to maturity after we accept Christ. Hopefully, our growth does not come with the trials that Paul endured as he developed his certainty of God's love, but we must grow if we are to ever be more than baby Christians eating baby food and doing baby things. Hopefully, as we grow, we will come closer and closer to the certainty that Paul had concerning God's love through the Lordship of His Son. 

I hope you are growing. I know from experience that growth is not a free lunch thing. The growth we achieve that is free is only baby growth. The growth we want comes only with effort on our part. We must run the race. We must strain to grow. It (growth) must be important to us to be of any value to us.

I hope you are growing. I hope you become more convinced of God's love each day. I hope your confidence grows more and more as you sample God's love through the Lordship of His Son.

God Bless You,

