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Have I told you what a blessing all of you are in my life?  Sometimes those things are easier to write than to say, but your participation in our weekly meetings has been a real boost to my spiritual faith.  God Bless each of you!

I have been impressed with (and blessed by) the willingness shown by several of you to present a message to our group during our Monday night meetings. Also, the comments that all of you share are very uplifting. Within the past few weeks, one Cadet made a comment one Monday night that absolutely blew me away. I still can't believe the wisdom with which that person spoke. I would not want to embarrass anyone by mentioning names, but if you don't listen carefully when your fellow cadets say something, you should. 

In any event, whether you have presented a study, read scripture, or shared comments. Thank you for your faith in our Lord to pull those words out of your heart and push them out of your mouth. Sharing of our faith is important. The words and comments shared by our group are a direct fulfillment of the Apostle Paul's request to the believers to edify and support each other.

A slight change of subject

At CCF, we share the gospel. Do you know what the gospel is?


- It is God's word.


- It is the New Testament.


- It is the history of Christ and the early church.


- It is the story of The Way (see Acts 19:9 and 19:23 and 24:14).


- It is the story of Christ and those called Christians (see Acts 11:26).


- It is The Good News.

The gospel is all of these things.  The statement I like best is that the gospel is the Good News. I have a Mr. Baugh type question for you to consider today.


Question- When is Good News, Good News?

Answer - When it is shared.  Until Good News is shared, it is not Good News. It is only something that you have. For it to be Good News, You Must Share It!

That is why I like meeting with all of you on Monday nights so much.  When I am with you, Good News is shared. That is why God blesses our time together. We know and share the Good News about his beloved son, and He will always bless time spent in that manner.

Back to the lesson:

I know that leading a bible study can be a traumatic thing. Most of those who are willing to present a topic from the scriptures, want to do it right.  The last thing we want is to realize, later on, that we have messed up God's words and thoughts. My experience is that He is always willing to lead me, if I will make a commitment to share.   

Paul & Timothy - Two of my favorite people:

Dr. Luke's account in Acts tells us that during his second visit to Lystra, Paul encountered the young man we know as Timothy. Bible scholars spend hours discussing and speculating whether Paul initially met Timothy during his first visit to the town in Asia Minor and my opinion is that he probably did. 

You may recall that the events recorded in Acts concerning Paul's first visit to Lystra indicate that at the end of his visit he was stoned by the Jews from Antioch and Iconium and left for dead outside the city. 

What a way to end a visit! 

I guess, with all of those things happening, documenting Paul's first meeting with the young man Timothy and his family may have seemed trivial to Dr. Luke.

In any event, the young man impressed Paul so much (Acts 16:1-3) that he invited Timothy to "Go on the road" with the evangelistic team when the time came for Paul to leave Lystra. Timothy was probably only 16 - 19 years old when this happened. Can you imagine having enough spiritual character to impress the Apostle Paul at the age of 16 - 19? Timothy must have been quite a guy!

You know me - Can I go in a different direction for a minute?

Timothy's mother was a lady, named Eunice.  She was a Jew, and as Paul said in 2Timothy 1:5, "a woman of sincere faith".  The young disciple's grandmother was a Jewish lady named Lois.  According to Paul, these two women provided Timothy with his "firm foundation in the faith".  If you read Acts 16:1-3, you will find the only reference to Timothy's father in the New Testament. It says he was a Greek. 

Paul and Dr. Luke mentioned Eunice and Lois, several times in the New Testament. We know them by repetition of name and words of very positive reputation. 

However, Timothy's father is a person lost to history.  What a tragic footnote in history is this Greek man who fathered Timothy.  If you find that you are blessed to be a parent at some point in the future, be the kind of parent that Eunice and her mother Lois were.  Have history remember that you brought your children up in knowledge of what Dr. Luke called The Way. Give then a foundation.  Please don't be a tragic unnamed, unknown footnote under someone's name.

Back to my study:

I know I make mistakes, but when I write to you or present God's word, I try hard to phrase my thoughts so that they are scripturally correct. 
Paul addressed theology and how to present it to Timothy in his second letter to the young pastor of Ephesus. To Paul, it all came down to God's Word and how to use it. The passage Paul wrote to Timothy addressing this subject is lengthy and I will not have time to address it properly, but here it is:

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.

All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; 

correct rebuke and encourage -- with great patience and careful instruction.

For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.

Instead, to suit heir own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.

But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry."

(2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5 NIV)

Continue in what you have learned:  

Paul tells Timothy, here that he needs to continue in what he has learned - to "stay the course" in his faith. 

Staying the course reminds me of a prospector working an opal mine. I guess you know that most opals come from one of several absolutely desolate regions of the Australian outback.  For the men and women who work these claims, there are many hot, dirty hours in each day and many temptations to stop picking away at rock faces that show signs of a find, but refuse to yield the dusty color that indicates a valuable vein of the rare gemstone mineral. Still, the most faithful of these searchers for treasure continue to pick away.  They have learned that if the soil is right and the signs are right, each swing of the pick may be the one that delivers their treasure.  Their faith in their knowledge helps them to stay the course.

It is the same with those who desire to follow the Lord.  We know The Way. We know the signs. Like Timothy, many of us have known The Way since infancy. Yet there are so many temptations, aren't there?  We are pulled in a thousand directions each day, and the pulls are strong. So we rely on faith, and that is a powerful part of what faith is - we follow our faith past those things that would lead us in the wrong direction. In doing this, we stay the course.

God-breathed Scripture:

Next, Paul tells his young disciple the things for which God's word is useful. He says it is "useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."
I can understand all of the things that Paul writes here.  However, the thing I like the most that Paul writes is that God's word will make us "thoroughly equipped for every good work".  

I will share a universal truth with you here - "Guys Like Tools!" I love walking down the tool isle at Lowe's or Home Depot.  All of those perfect tools hanging on the pegboards are amazing. Believe me, there is nothing better than having exactly the right tool when a job must be done. Well, Paul says (and I believe it) that there is no better equipping for doing good works than study of God's word. Knowledge of the scripture equips us - it gives us the tools we need to do good works.

Paul's Charge to Timothy:

Paul places a huge burden on the shoulders of his disciple here. I won't repeat the words, but the old evangelist gives his pupil a heavy responsibility, telling him to always be ready and go forth to spread the Good News. He says, "do it in season and out of season." (when it is convenient and when it is not). 

Paul then uses some interesting words. He tells Timothy to do this "with great patience and careful instruction". I think Paul is telling us that we need to be very careful in how we share the Good News.  Writing space is at a premium now and I can't go into "great patience and careful instruction", but I will later.  There is a lot to be said, both positively and negatively, concerning how people share the Good News as their witness.

Next, Paul offers a sobering truth to Timothy.

After his charge to Timothy, Paul tells his pupil there will come a time when people will not put up with sound doctrine. They will seek out people who will tell them a message that suits their own desires and not God's. 

I love the words Paul uses - They will seek out and place around them people who say, "what their itching ears want to hear."
In my thoughts, their ears itch for the truth, but that is not what these people tell them (so their ears itch). Paul says the people will tell them myths, because that is what they want to hear. In my thoughts, their ears still itch after the telling is over, because it is not the truth.

We see or hear the same thing many times these days. I have heard the "New Agers" say, "All men are good." They say, "God is within all of us - I am God, You are God. We are God." They say, " Do what you think is right and that will be OK." They tell us, "We have the goodness within us to judge right from wrong for ourselves, based on our personal set of beliefs." That line of thought is pure bunk.  Maybe the people who seek out this philosophy have ears that itch from an allergic reaction to exposure to bunk. 

Then Paul tells Timothy how to react to these people.

"But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry."

Paul tells Timothy to keep the faith. If you read both of Paul's letters to Timothy, he tells him to stay the course - to keep up the fight - to plug away - to keep on slugging - to run the race. (Ok! Enough already!)

Paul's words to Timothy were addressed to a young pastor/evangelist (late 20's to early 30's). By this time, Timothy was pastor of the church of Ephesus, the largest church in the world. Granted, it was a Christian church in a city of pagans (Timothy was eventually beaten to death by worshipers of Diana - The goddess of sex, when he objected to a pagan celebration they were engaged in), but it was the biggest church in the world at that time. The church was large, but there were big problems in Ephesus. Paul's words, "Keep your head," speak volumes if you understand where Timothy was at this time..

But we are not Pastors - how do Paul's words apply to us?

We may not be pastors, but we are all evangelists in that God wants us to share the Good News.  I think Paul's words are good for us in this way:

- We know the truth.

- We need to spend time in God's word - it will equip us for good work.

- We need to be prepared in season and out of season to share the Good News.

- We need to share it, even when people's ears are itching to hear something else - some myth (false teaching).

- We need to stay the course.

My space and time are up.  I knew attempting to cover these critically important words Paul wrote to Timothy would be difficult, but my hope is that you will understand some of what Paul was attempting to tell his student and disciple and friend and co-worker for our Lord.

Paul's words to Timothy are still applicable to each of us today.

Please go back and read them one more time.

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.

All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the

living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom,

I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season

and out of season; correct rebuke and encourage

-- with great patience and careful instruction.

For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.

Instead, to suit heir own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.

But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry."

(2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:5 NIV)

May God Bless You and keep you safe.  

Study hard and keep me in your prayers, as I will each of you. Call if you need someone to talk to.

John Baugh

