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Can you imagine what it must have been like to have seen Jesus face to face?  Many saw or met him during the thirty-three years of his life and especially during the three years of his ministry. The gospels are full of stories of the throngs that came out to hear him preach during his ministry, or followed him for a time as he walked the dusty roads of the Holy Land, or watched with excited curiosity as he healed the sick and disabled.

Looking, but not seeing:

The huge shame in this is how few of those who met our Lord actually realized who he was. What a shame it was that so many of those who saw him, failed to really see him! How sad that they may have seen him, followed him and talked to him, but did not know him. They never saw who he actually was! You see they had a huge handicap. They suffered from the sad condition called spiritual blindness.

I will miss some in my listing, but as I think through the reports in the Gospels I am amazed at how very few people ever realized whom they had encountered when they came face to face with God's son.
Those who actually knew Jesus included:

First, there were Mary and Joseph. There were also the shepherds at his birth and the wise men (although they only knew he was special and probably no more than that). Then there were John the Baptist, John's mother, Elizabeth (although there is no record she ever met Jesus after his birth) and Satan (He knew very well who he was dealing with while he was with Jesus in the wilderness). Later there were Andrew and the other disciple of John the Baptist (probably the disciple Philip), Simon Peter, the sons of thunder - John and James, Thomas (although perhaps only after the crucifixion) and hopefully the rest of the disciples. The others included the mother of John and James, Mary Magdalene, the demons who inhabited the possessed man (not people, but they certainly knew who they were dealing with), the Roman Centurion who was at the cross. I am not certain that Christ's half brothers and sisters ever fully understood who their half brother was, although Acts tells us his half brother James eventually did.

There are two others that I have intentionally left out of this short list.  The reason why is these two others are the subject of this study. 

These two people met our Lord very early in his life. In fact, he was probably only a little more than a month old (40 days) when they met him. My thinking is that they are an important part of and a suitable ending to the Christmas story. Their names are recorded toward the end of Chapter 2 of Luke's Gospel.

On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived.

When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord"), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: "a pair of doves or two young pigeons."

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: "Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.

For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel."

The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him.

Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul, too."

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying.

Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth.

And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.

(Luke 2: 21-40 NIV)

The Old Man, Simeon:

Simeon was a man of God.  He was a man of faith. He was a righteous man.  He was Holy, but even more, he was devout. He was blessed above many others, because he lived a one on one life with the Holy Spirit. He was also a man who carried a promise with him for many years. It was a promise from the one who never made a promise that was not kept.

What promise did Simeon carry? God told him that he would be allowed to meet the Messiah - the one who would be the blessed redeemer for Israel. I am moved by Dr. Luke's words.  He indicated Simeon was promised a one on one meeting with "The Lord's Christ." What a wonderful promise! What a huge blessing! What an awesome responsibility!

I think it is significant that Simeon did not just show up at the temple on the day of Christ's dedication. The Holy Spirit led him to the temple on that eventful day. Can you imaging being tapped on the shoulder by God's Spirit and hearing a voice in your ear saying, "You need to go to the temple today; in fact, you need to hurry over there right now. I am about to make good on my promise to you.

I bet Simeon could barely keep his hands from shaking as he took the infant from Mary. All of his life had been a preparation for this moment.  And what a moment it was, because he knew immediately whom the baby was that he held in his arms - This child was "A light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people, Israel."

I do not know if Simeon was known as a prophet during his time, but what he said to Mary when he returned to baby to her was astounding. It certainly bears repeating:

Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul, too."

"A sword will pierce your own soul, too."

You see; Simeon knew the identity of the baby he had seen. He knew whom he had held. He may have been old, but there was no blindness in his eyes.  He was one of the blessed few that knew. This encounter was so significant he told God, "Now, you can take me home, Lord. I am finally ready to go!"

Anna of the Tribe of Asher:

Due to the wording Luke used to describe her, Biblical Scholars have argued for years as to how old the lady we know as Anna the prophetess was. I do not know why this question needs an answer, because Like tells us that she was old, and that's enough for me.  I think there are several other things that are much more important about Anna than her age. 

She was known to be a prophetess. Luke identified her as a person who was respected for her witness of what was to come.  God had given Anna a special gift that only a few people have ever possessed (lets forget all of the trash on TV's psychic network). 

She was never far from God.  Luke tells us that she was in the temple night and day, fasting and praying. Like the man Simeon, this lady was a very devout person.  I hope you know that when we pray, God answers.  Luke tells us that Anna prayed night and day.  She was a lady with a close one on one relationship with God. And when she saw the baby, she knew immediately. No one had to tell Anna who the baby was - No introductions were necessary - She saw him and she knew.

Looking at the rest of Jesus' life, isn't it sad how many saw him and never knew. 

The way I see it, if you knew his father well enough, you knew Jesus. That statement says more than I will be able to say in fifty pages, but I want to say one more thing.  

Simeon and Anna saw Jesus because they were looking for him.  

We need to be constantly looking for our Lord, too

God bless each of you.

