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At The Potter's House

1 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD : 2 "Go down to the potter's house, and there I will give you my message." 3 So I went down to the potter's house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 


5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 "O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter does?" declares the LORD . "Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.

(Jeremiah 18:1-6 NIV)


Jeremiah's story indicates three essential ingredients are necessary to make beautiful and useful pottery: clay, wheel, and the potter’s skilled hand.

All of us have hopes. Our hopes exist at many different levels. 

We hope for things like happiness for our family, and perhaps finding someone with whom we can become married and share our future. As we get older, our hopes may include our children and grandchildren.

Many (175) passages in the Scripture refer to hope and our hope in the Lord.

Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.

(Psalm 31:24 NIV)

The Lord delights in those who fear him,

who put their hope in his unfailing love.

(Psalm 147:11 NIV)

Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is so good, and by raising Jesus from death, he has given us new life and a hope that lives on. 

(1 Peter 1:3 TLB)

A person who has no hope can never triumph. They are of little good to themselves or to God. And so we hope and we push and we ask God to help us make those hopes come true.

Experience tells us even though we hope there is much in life that is beyond our control. In his wisdom, God understands there are things more important than simply trying to control outcomes. 

Life and the things that happen in life offer the potential for God to grow the character of His people to help us be strong and to bring about his plans for us. 

For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
(Jeremiah 29:11-12 NIV)

God uses life and the things that happen to us to show us his plans and then to make His plans for us happen. 

That is the message God gave to Jeremiah at the Potter’s House.

The Clay

The creation account of Genesis tells us God formed humans from the dust of the earth, and that He also formed the Nations of the Earth. (Genesis 2:7-8).

The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 
8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.

(Genesis 2:7-8 NIV)

If we are indeed clay in the hands of the Master Potter, it seems reasonable to ask, "What then are we becoming as clay in God’s hands?" 

“What kind of person do you want to become?” 

So, what kind of people does God want us to become?
- Children of light - the Light that is His Blessed Son

Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of light."

John 12:36a NIV
- An offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

15I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
17Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God.

(Romans 15: 15-17 NIV)

- Spiritually Rich.

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

(2 Corinthians 8:9 NIV)

- Blameless and pure, children of God without fault.

14Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe

(Philippians 2:14-15 NIV)

- Men and Women of God

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
(2 Timothy 3:14-17 NIV)

- Heirs of eternal life.

4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

(Titus 3:4-7 NIV)

In Jeremiah’s time, Israel had gone their own way while disregarding the ways of God. They were not the kind of nation He wanted them to be. 

In his mind, they were to become

- Submissive

- Obedient

- Set-apart

- Loyal

- Loving

- Sacrificial

- Devoted

- Faithful

- And so on. 

That was not what was happening, though.

When he looks at you and I, he is concerned about the question of 

the kind of people we are becoming 

He wants to form us into the very character of Christ.


Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God

(John 1:12 NIV)

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

Romans 8:29 NIV

The Potter's Wheel


The word for wheel in the Hebrew literally means two stones. A vertical axle connected the smaller top stone to the larger bottom stone. The potter simply used his feet to turn the clay, freeing up his hands to shape the vessel.

If we go to a potter’s shop today, the wheel’s mechanism is virtually identical to the one used in ancient times. 

In the same way, life today is not much different from the ancient days. We have worries for family, friends, happiness at our work and at home, illness in our family and among those we care for.

The search for meaning in our life is basically the same. 

It seems reasonable to think of the potter’s wheel as the wheel of life. 

We are all on the wheel of life. 

So, can we say that being on the wheel has changed us? 

Often the natural reaction to difficult circumstances is to 

- fight change 

- or run from it. 

- We may even become embittered toward God because of the difficulty

 If we fall into this trap we find we will face the same circumstances elsewhere. 

Why? 

Because we are still the same clay, spinning on the wheel of life’s circumstances. 

Without the Potter’s Hand, the clay that we are will never be transformed.


Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is–his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
(Romans 12:2 NIV)

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever­increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 
(2 Corinthians 3:18 NIV)

Transformed into the image of Christ!

That's what God wants!
The Potter’s Hand


- It is God’s hand that shapes the nations.

- It is God's hand that shapes you and I. 

The activity of the potter in Jeremiah gives us a glimpse into how God treats us as the clay.

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all­surpassing power is from God and not from us.
(2 Corinthians 4:7NIV)

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

(Romans 15:13 NIV)

Do you remember the Hymn?

Spirit of the living God, Fall fresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, Fall fresh on me.

Shape me. Mold me.

Fill me. Use me.

Spirit of the living God, Fall fresh on me.

What can we say about the potter?

- The Potter’s Hand is Caring. 

The vessel the potter was shaping was “marred” in his hands. Even though it was not perfect, the clay is the subject of his work and love. If there is some blemish in us that seems to make us useless, God will find a way to shape us into what He wants us to become.

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God–

(John 1:12 NIV)

Paul, speaking of the (Changed) Onessimus to Philemon:

Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me. 
(Philemon 1:11 NIV)

Did you know that the name Onessimus means "Useful".

God cares for all of us. It is His will that this work of redemption apply to everyone.

I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.

(Romans 1:16 NIV)

- The Potter’s Hand is Steadfast. 

Jeremiah's account tells us that the potter formed the spoiled clay into another pot. The progressive tense verb tense in the original language suggests that the potter would do this continually, over and over again, until the pot was made as He wished. 

As with the clay, God will not give up on us even if we need to be remade over and again. 

20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 
Philippians 3: 20-21

Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

1 John 3:2 NIV

- The Potter’s Hand is Purposeful. 

When the Potter shaped the clay into another pot, 

he did so as best seen fit by him. 

God is all-knowing and sovereign. He certainly knows what is best for us. 

The problem comes when we assert our will over His. 

That was the Israelites problem: But they will reply, 'It's no use. We will continue with our own plans; each of us will follow the stubbornness of his evil heart. When God’s people go their own ways without regard for Him, they are saying they know better than the Potter.

You turn things upside down, 

as if the potter were thought to be like the clay! 
Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, "He did not make me"? 
Can the pot say of the potter,  "He knows nothing"? 
(Isaiah 29:16 NIV)

- The Potter's Hand is Capable

The Potter’s caring, steadfast, and purposeful hand would apply pressure at specific parts of the pot as he shaped it. When the Master Potter shapes His people, He too must apply pressure that may be painful. The end product, though, is the kind of person who is beautiful and useful to its Creator. May each one of us allow God’s hand to transform us into people who bear the true image of their Creator.

With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith.

2 Thessalonains 1:11

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power.

(Ephesians 3:7 NIV)

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
(2 Peter 1:3 NIV)

Let us Remember

We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

(Romans 8:28 NIV)

How is your relationship with your maker?

Are you with God? 

Are you in constant strife?

Do you believe that God has your best interests at heart?

Do you question, "Why God?"

Do you resist His will in your life?

Are you willing to be changed?

Do you pray?

"Not your will, but mine."

Or

"Not my will, but yours"

