Compassion

John Baugh

February 16, 2002

Compassion might be defined as "showing sympathy to another person's trouble or pain." In the "Me First" society we live in these days, having compassion is often regarded as a sign of weakness. That's a terrible shame and a sign of how self centered our world has become. The truth is, having compassion is really a sign of strength - it's the strength to do what is right in a highly competitive and dangerous world. 

Both the Old and New Testaments are filled with references to compassion. Perhaps the most frequent reference is to God's compassion (followed closely by the compassion of his son). The following statement concerning God's compassion may be found in several places in the Psalms:

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.

Psalm 103:8 (NIV)

All of us know the old saying, "Like father, like son." The recounting of the life of Christ is full of references to his compassion.

When he (Jesus) saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, 

because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

Matthew 9: 36 (NIV)

Time after time, we are reminded of the compassion Jesus showed for the masses who came to him, seeking guidance or healing. His compassion did not mean he was tolerant of their sins or lifestyle, but he always allowed his father's "gracious love" to show in his attitude toward their suffering and lostness. In his compassion, he healed the blind, raised Lazarus from the dead and fed the masses with a few loaves and fish when they had no food. He turned away from important appointments to minister to the lost. He turned aside to take the time to hold a child. There was no part of his life that was not filled with compassion and love for others.

This compassion is a lot like the love of a parent for their child. In the parable of the prodigal son, Jesus used the word compassion to describe the father's response to the reappearance of his son.

"... So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him."

Luke 15:20 (NIV)

All of us have a parent-child relationship. We may have it with our biological parents, but we certainly have it with our heavenly father. Paul referred to this spiritual love of our father in his letter to the Ephesians. 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Ephesians 4:32 (NIV)

The Psalmist said, we live under God's compassionate and gracious, love. We must always remember it is the desire of our father that we grow each day in our likeness of his son - our savior. Once again, I would like to use the words of Paul - this time to the believers in Colossus.

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

Colossians 3:12-14 (NIV)

This is how we should be. It is what God wants from us!

Be strong in the Lord. 

