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Did you know that President Nixon had a fear of flying? The story goes that he stopped his pilot one day after Airforce 1 landed at Washington National Airport. He told the pilot that he noticed the pilot always set the plane down immediately after crossing the threshold of the runway, which is very close to open water. Nixon, thinking it would be safer, asked why the pilot didn't get a little further down the runway before touching down. The pilot told Nixon there were three rules of flying that he had never forgotten from the time that he first learned to fly. 

The pilot said, "Mr. President, (1) You can't use airspace that is above you, and (2) you can't use airspeed you don't have, and (3) you can't use runway that is behind you."

What is the spiritual link to this statement? 

What the pilot said was significant - You can't use airspace that is above you. The pilot was smart.  He preferred to keep his plane as high as possible, with as much distance as possible between his craft and the ground. Do you remember what Isaiah said?

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 
Isaiah 40:31

Have you seen an eagle soaring? I have been blessed to see these magnificent birds in the air on several occasions and to photograph them. However, the photos of the eagles I have seen have been disappointing, because they have never been close enough for a decent photo. Given a chance, an eagle will take as much altitude as possible. At times they are nothing more than specks in the sky, and in my photographs. The structure of the eagle's wings allows them to take advantage of the air currents to pick up altitude and literally soar for hours. God gave the eagle built-in knowledge that they should soar high. 

It is the same with a Christian. God wants us to soar to great heights. In fact, the limit to the height we can soar is self-imposed by our lack of willingness to allow God's strength to renew us. Isaiah is very plain concerning what God wants for us. God wants us to soar high on wings like eagles. He wants us to be at the greatest spiritual airspace possible. Spiritually, speaking, Nixon's pilot would like that.

You can't use airspeed you don't have.

Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? 

Run in such a way as to get the prize. 
1 Corinthians 9:24

Most of us run in packs. How hard do you run? Are you running to be a part of the pack or to be a leader of the pack?

Nixon’s pilot wanted airspeed when he was in the air. He knew the aeronautical value in moving lots of air over the wings of Air Force 1. With any flying object, there is an airspeed that if the plane goes any slower, it will drop from the air like a rock. 

I think it is the same with Christians. We accept Christ and the starter’s pistol bangs out the beginning of our race toward full enjoyment of eternity from that point forward. Some of us run pretty fast for a time. Some run with the pack and some run at the lead of the pack. Unfortunately, some slow down. Worse still, some slow down immediately, or stand at the starters pistol, look around and say, “I don’t believe in running”. I think I’ll just watch. If I may go back to the pilot of Air Force 1 again, God will use our airspeed, and there is a prize to be won. In the quiet time of self-contemplation, most of us know who we have influenced through a kind word or a compassionate act, and we know who we walked away from in indifference.  I think God will give us all of the airspeed we need to be a success as a Christian if we ask Him and then use that airspeed.

You can’t use runway that is behind you.

At this point in my life, I’m 52 years old and a lot of runway is behind me.

I can’t say much more than that. I can’t go back and recover runway. I have passed over it and it is no longer usable.

Nixon’s pilot would tell each of us, “Don’t waste runway. You only get so much”

Listen to him.

