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God uses his people to accomplish his plans. For this to work, we must be obedient when He calls.

We know from Genesis that Noah was called by God to build the ark because he was blameless and walked with God. Another of God's servants was Isaiah. In the sixth chapter of his book, Isaiah writes:

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? 

And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"

Isaiah 6:8

Isaiah indicates here, that the fulfillment of his commission to serve God was not a direct call. God did not tap him on the shoulder and address him specifically as he did Noah. Instead, the Lord issued a general call for someone to be obedient. Submission to God's call was an act of willful obedience on Isaiah's part because of his love for his Lord. Isaiah said, "Here am I. Send me!"

Sadly, most of us would not have answered God's call as Isaiah did. Christ knew this. In the parable of the wedding feast that many of those who had been invited backed out of attending because of some minor excuse, Jesus summed up our willingness to be obedient by saying, "Many are called, but few are chosen." (Matthew 22:14). Sadly, when God's call goes out, many of us find an excuse to say, "No".

For most of us, our avoidance in saying, "Here am I. Send me!" relies on a hope that God will not respond to our avoidance of obedience in the way he responded Jonah (three days in the belly of a whale). In fact, most of the times we refuse him, God simply walks away from us to seek out someone else to do his will. Most of his calls for help are not shouts of demanded submission. He does not shake the walls of our existence with shouts of, "YOU GO!" His requests usually come in ways similar to the invitation Jesus gave to the disciples - a simple, "Follow me" that tugs at our hearts and seeks our submission.

A refusal to serve was not the case with Isaiah.  When he heard God's spirit calling out, asking, "Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?" Isaiah responded to God's call for obedience in a wonderful way. He said, "Here am I. Send me!" We can learn much about obedience from Isaiah.

As Christians, we need to be aware of the voice of the Holy Spirit in our lives. All of us have a fear of that voice that might say, "You must go to India for 60 years as a missionary". However, God's need for us is often no more than a request to offer a friendly word to someone who in God's mind badly needs to hear a word of support or encouragement from a brother or sister.  It may only be a need for someone to step forward and plant a seed of witness to a lost person and then walk away so that the Holy Spirit can do it's work in that person's life. God's call to us may require our being willing to follow or it may require us to step out as a leader. So why should we yield to that voice that says, "Who will go"?

As believers, as his children, workers or bondservants, obedience to his will should be our commitment. We must always remember that we are his instruments and his only way of seeking our involvement is through the small voice (or the occasional loud shout) of his Holy Spirit. 

You may say to me, "OK, I know all of that - but you still haven't said why..."

Why not pray about this? God will give you a better answer than I will ever be able to put into writing concerning how he works in the lives of those who are obedient to his will.

May you stay strong and blessed in God's will. Call Cindy or me if you need a friend to talk to.

