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I have some questions for you today

· Can you tell who someone is by looking at them? 

· Is it possible to just look at a man or a woman and tell who they are? 
· Can you tell anything (that is important) by looking at me?

· I am white (but that’s not important)
· I am old (how old? You can’t tell)

· I am from England? (You can’t tell that by looking at me)

· I am a good man? (you can’t tell that by looking at me)

· I like to wear shoes (I do have shoes on, but you can’t tell that I like to wear them just by looking at me)

· So, how can we tell the important things? 

· Someone can tell us 
· That is John Baugh.

· That man is a friend of Koos Basoon 

· That man is Daniel Baugh’s Brother.
· That man is a stranger.

· That man has been here before.

· That is a man I like.

· That is a man I do not like.

· I can tell you about myself 

· Let me show you

· I am John Baugh

· I am Daniel Baugh’s younger brother

· I am the son of a carpenter

· I am 55 years old.
· I am tired tonight.

· I am happy to be here with you.

· I am from a place called Mississippi the USA

· I am the husband of Cindy and I love her very much.
· I am the father of two sons and I love them very much
· I am a grandfather of four beautiful grandchildren that my sons have provided to give me pleasure in my old age.

· I am a child of God.

· I am a Christian.

· So, how can we know who a person really is?

· It is a good thing to have someone tell you about me.

· Telling you about me is their witness.

· We hear the witness of people all of the time.

· There is a problem with the witness of men. 

· It is their opinion and they may be right and they may be wrong.

· They may be a poor judge of men and they may not see the truth in who I am.

· I think it is better if I tell you who you who I am and then see if I am telling you the truth.

· I will tell you things that are important.

· I will tell you what I really believe.

· If I am trustworthy, I will not lie to you.

· In the Bible, there were people who told us about Jesus.

· John The Baptist:

“Look, the lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.”

(John 1:29)

· Nicodemus 

"Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 

(John 3:2)
From Luke 9:18-20: Jesus, Himself, Asked:

18Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, "Who do the crowds say I am?"

19They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life."

20"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 
      Peter answered, "The Christ of God."
(Luke 9:18-20)

· In the Bible, Jesus told us about himself.

· He said “I am”

Who are you?

How do we tell people who we are?

Name


Where were we born?


Who were our parents?


Where do we live?



What do we do?


What do we like? Dislike?

From these answers we get a picture, but do we really know?

Giving a full explanation of who we are requires more than simple answers. Think about it for a moment. What words would you use to describe yourself? 

How about Someone Else?

It is more difficult to describe others than it is to describe ourselves. What things would you use to describe someone else? Could you tell me who the person walking down the street outside your window is?

How About Jesus?

Think of someone as complex as our Lord and Savior. 

Think about Jesus.

How can we describe the nature of this man called Jesus? What things can we use to explain who He was?

1- We can look at His actions 

- What He did when He was happy.

- What He did when He was angry.

- How he treated strangers,

2 - We can examine how others reacted to him. 


- The disciples


- The crowds


- The Jewish Authroities


- The Romans

3 - We can look at what others said about Him.


- John The Baptist.


- Paul


- James, Jude


- Peter


- John

4 - We can study what He said about Himself.


- Did He say things about Himself?


- The I Am statements

We can look at what He said about Himself in the words recorded in the Gospels! That would help us understand Him.

One way we can look at what Jesus said about himself is by examining the "I Am" statements he made during his ministry.

I am not talking about times when He might have said, "I am going to Jerusalem," or "I am thirsty." What I mean when I refer to the "I Am" statements are the times when He said "I Am" "like this".

Statements of Significance:

There are at least 21 cases where Jesus used the phrase "I am" to describe Himself. 

My search of the Gospels reveals:

- Two "I am" statements of significance from Matthew.

- One from Mark 

- Nineteen from John.

I am not certain if there is any meaning in examining these statements in the order they are listed in the New Testament. A few of them are repeated, but not many. It might be possible to group them, but there is no clear advantage to doing that. Since we encounter them in a specific order as we go through the Gospel, that is the way I will present them.

We know that all of the scripture is Holy and God's word, given to us. There must be a powerful message in the words The Master used to describe Himself. Let's look at them.

About Himself, Jesus Said:

In Matthew, the philosophical Writer of the Gospels, Jesus gives us "I am" words of great comfort to those among us who are weak, troubled or searching.

I am Gentle and Humble:

"Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls." 

Matthew 11:29


I am "Someone you can count on." I am "with you always - to the very end of the earth."

"And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the earth." 

Mathew 28:20


In Mark's Gospel, the young man who was discipled by Simon Peter shares the Master's "I am" words of assurance with us. In these "I Am" words. Jesus leaves no doubt that He has our best interests at heart. 

Mark's Gospel tells us about a Man with the dreaded disease of leprosy who came to Jesus, fell to his knees and said words of great faith. He said, "If you are willing, you can make me clean." In the mind of the leper, only one thing was required for his life to change. Jesus must be willing to change him.

What did Jesus choose to say about himself in this incident? The Master looked on this suffering man with compassion and said, "I am willing to heal you  

- I am willing to change you."

"Filled with compassion, 

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. 

I am willing," he said. "Be clean!"
Mark 1:41

Luke 

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am willing," he said. "Be clean!" And immediately the leprosy left him.

(Luke 5:13)

We could stop with Matthew and Mark and have a working understanding of the nature of Jesus. He was gentle, humble, filled with compassion for us and willing to change us, to make us clean. Furthermore, we have His word that he will be with us and doing these things for us always, even to the end of the earth.  

But to stop with the "I am" statements recorded by Matthew and Mark is to give only partial knowledge of our Savior. What a shame to have only a partial knowledge of Him! To get a full picture of what Jesus said about Himself, we need to look into the Gospel of John.

Through John, the beloved Disciple, The Master gives us a full and rich picture of His nature and the reason He came to live among us. Looking at Jesus in John leaves no doubt of who this man was and is. 

The "I Am" Statements of Jesus in John's Gospel:

I am the Messiah:

The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." 

John 4: 25-26


I am the Bread of Life:

Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 

John 6:35

I am the Living Bread

"I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." 

John 6:51


I am from God and He Sent Me:

Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, "Yes, you know me, and you know where I am from. I am not here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, but I know him because I am from him and he sent me." 

John 7: 28-29


I am the Light of the World

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 

John 8:12


I am From Above I am Not From this World:

But he continued, "You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 

John 8:23

I am eternal. Before Abraham was Born, I am:

"I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, 

"before Abraham was born, I am!" 

John 8:58


While I am in the world I am the Light of the World:

"While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 

John 9:5

I am the Gate:

Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep ... I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 

John 10:7 & 9


I am the Good Shepherd:

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 

lays down his life for the sheep." 

John 10:11


"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep

and my sheep know me–"
John 10:14


I am the Resurrection and the Life:

Jesus said to her, 

"I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;" 

John 11:25


I am Teacher and Lord:

"You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am." 

John 13:13

I am The Way and The Truth and The Life:

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." 

John 14:6


I am in the Father and The Father is in me:

"Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me..." 

John 14:10-11


I am in my Father - you are in me and I am in you:

"On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you."
John 14:20


I am the True Vine:

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener ... I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

John 15:1 & 5


I am Not Alone - for my Father is With Me:

"But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all alone. 

Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me." 

John 16:32


Father - you are in me and I am in you:

May they also be in us; That they may be one, as we are one.

My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:
John 17:20-22

The I Am Statements by Jesus in John Tell Us:

- He is the Messiah - the eternal Emmanuel 

- He is God with us, forever. 

- He is the Bread of Life, the Living Bread. 

- He is of God and sent to us from God.

- He is the light of the world.

- He is sent from above and not of this world. 


- He is timeless.

- He is eternal and existed in the present-now and long ago in the past.

- While He was in this world, He was the Light of this world. 

- He is the only gate by which we can enter into fellowship with God.

- He is the Good shepherd who lays down His life for us the sheep. 

- He knows us (the sheep) and we know him (The shepherd).

- He is the Resurrection and the Life. 

- He is the way of achieving eternal life, of achieving victory over death.

- He is our teacher and Lord. 

- He is The Way and The Truth and The Life. 

- There is no way to The Father except through Him.

- He is In The Father and The Father is in Him. 

- He wants to say this again. He is in the Father and the Father is in Him. 

- He and the Father are one. And we are one with Him.

- He is the True Vine - the only way to God. 

- He is the true union with God. 

- If we belong to him, as branches belong to the vine, then we also are a part of His union with God. 

- He is not alone, God is with Him. 

- He and The Father are one.

- If we are one with Jesus, we are one with the Father, through the Son. Through the Glory of Jesus Christ, we may be one with the Father through the Son as surely as Jesus is one with His Father.

