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1st Timothy and 2nd Timothy are two of the three pastoral letters contained in the New Testament (1st Timothy, 2nd Timothy and Titus).  The name pastoral letters signifies the epistles were written from a pastor’s viewpoint. In the New Testament church, they have come to be seen by many New Testament scholars as a guide or handbook to pastors.  Paul was the author of all three of these letters. These books are sometimes also called filial epistles, since Timothy and Titus were essentially sons in the faith or disciples of the apostle Paul.

Although the two Timothy letters are very personal and complete with intimate remarks, Paul most likely wrote them to Timothy with the understanding they would be read by a large audience.  The church at Ephesus, which was the church that Timothy pastored when the two Timothy epistles were written, was the first in a group of seven churches forming a rough triangle across Asia minor (now Turkey).  These were the “Seven churches in Asia” referred to by Saint John in Rev 1:11. These churches were Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.  Paul understood the reading of his letter to Timothy would start at Ephesus and would also be read at all of the other six churches (all the way around to Laodicea). 

We all know that Timothy’s hometown was Lystra. His mother and grandmother (Lois and Eunice) were both Jewish. His father was Greek - this man's name is lost to history. Timothy was probably no more than 16 when he first met Paul and was won to Christianity by the apostle, during Paul’s visit there with Barnabas on their 1st missionary journey.  Timothy accompanied Paul, on his second journey and remained a faithful minister and spiritual son in the faith with the apostle for the rest of his life.

ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d4Timothy himself was martyred in 97 AD.  Fox’s Book of Martyrs gives the following account of Timothy's death: 

“Timothy was the celebrated disciple of St. Paul, and bishop of Ephesus, where he zealously governed the Church until A.D. 97. At this period, as the pagans were about to celebrate a feast called Catagogion, Timothy, meeting the procession, severely reproved them for their ridiculous idolatry, which so exasperated the people that they fell upon him with their clubs, and beat him in so dreadful a manner that he expired of the bruises two days later.”

Exact placement of the writing of the two Timothy epistles in time is difficult.  Both 1Timothy and Titus were written during the time between the two imprisonments of Paul, probably during the period AD 61-63. Paul’s second epistle to Timothy was written just before his execution, probably AD 65-68.  Biblical scholars agree 2 Timothy contains the last words we have which came from Paul’s hand.

Paul’s first visit to Ephesus was recorded in Acts: 19. When Paul arrived in Ephesus, he found a city that was dedicated to the worship of the Greek goddess (Diana) Artemis (the goddess of sex) in a temple that was one of the Seven Wonders of the World. Behind this idolatry the doctrine of demons and the widespread practice of magic held the people in spiritual bondage. And yet Paul and his disciples remained in Ephesus and taught the word of God faithfully for three years.  We know from the accounts in Acts that many were converted during the missionary team's stay in the pagan city

The gospel of Acts closes with Paul imprisoned in Rome. He remained under house arrest there for two years.  This first imprisonment was a time of great evangelical activity for Paul.  The book of Acts and accounts from Paul's own hand tell us that he spent his days of incarceration, chained to a Roman centurion, confined in a hired (rented) house in Rome. Dr. Luke and Timothy most likely stayed with Paul during his arrest, along with others - see the book of Philemon and other references. The soldiers who guarded Paul were from the Praetorian, which was Caesar's select company of guards.  By his own account, Paul constantly ministered and witnessed to these men. Paul tells us that at least some of these solders were converted to Christianity through his evangelical efforts, along with some members of Caesar's household. Can you imagine being constantly chained to a minister and evangelist like the apostle Paul? How could they not have been converted? What a lucky assignment these solders were given - guarding the man, who introduced them to salvation! 

Luke suggests Paul was eventually released from this first arrest and confinement.  Many scholars believe after his release, Paul traveled with Luke, Timothy and Titus around the Roman Empire before going into the East again.  He left his disciple Titus on the Island of Crete to guide the emerging church there and took Timothy with him to Ephesus where there was a church that had been established for some time.  Paul left Timothy to pastor the church in Ephesus and traveled, with Luke up into Macedonia.  Paul probably wrote the epistle 1st Timothy while he and Luke were in Macedonia.

After Macedonia, Paul may have traveled to Spain and perhaps Britain.  At any rate, after leaving Timothy, Paul was eventually arrested a second time and re-imprisoned in Rome, under the authority of the crazed Roman Emperor, Nero.  

After this second arrest, he was very likely incarcerated in the Mamertine Prison.  Mamertine was very much different from the hired house of his first detention.  Paul’s Mamertine cell would have been a 20-foot wide circular hole, with no windows, open at the top to the sky for ventilation.  It would have been cold and subject to the elements. From that cold, dark hole, the aging apostle wrote his second letter to Timothy, his beloved son in the faith.  Shortly after the second letter, tradition tells us Paul was taken on the Ostian Way, just outside Rome and beheaded. To use his own words, Paul had "fought the good fight." He, "finished the race (and) kept the faith."

1st Timothy:

At the time 1st Timothy was written, Timothy had been active in his ministry for several years and was probably in his late 20s or early 30s.  Paul had left him in Ephesus, the second largest city in the Roman Empire.  Ephesus was a great commercial and pleasure resort on the shores of the Mediterranean in Asia Minor.  At this time, the Christians were being pressured by the Roman authorities to choose between Caesar and Jesus as Lord.  The Ephesians were a people who were easily inflamed (see the account of the silversmith riot in Acts).  There was also the problem of the Jewish leaders, who hounded Paul and the early Christians everywhere they went. Timothy was left behind to minister to the believers (saints) in Ephesus during dangerous times as they attempted to remain true to the gospel in a city devoted to pagan superstition and idolatry.  

When Paul wrote this first letter to his disciple, the church at Ephesus was probably the largest Christian church in the world.  It was a maturing church, with an established hierarchy of elders, deacons, etc. and many developing problems (church vs religion).  In all of this we find Timothy, a timid, introverted person, full of doubts, young in his ministry, and needing much support.  It might be easy to wonder why Paul would have left him in such a problem situation.  However, had Paul not left his disciple to minister under these difficult conditions and provided him guidance by mail, we would have never had 1st or 2nd Timothy and all of the guidance these two wonderful books have provided throughout these subsequent 20 centuries.

1st Timothy is a beautiful letter from a discipler to a beloved disciple-son who has undertaken a demanding and dangerous job. Paul’s first letter to Timothy has to do with the ministry of the church itself - its character and nature - its function in the world.  There are two themes to this book.  The first has to do with how to behave in the church - not in the building, but as people (the church and its ministry).  The second has to do with a person’s relationship to the world and with God.

Chapter 1:
1 Tim 1:1 - Identifies this epistle as being from Paul.

1Tim 1: 2 - Grace, Mercy, & Peace from God the Father, To my own son in the faith an assurance to the young minister that God is with him in this dangerous place.

1 Tim 1:3-8 - A caution to guard the teaching. (1Tim 1:3-7) First, Paul wanted Timothy to challenge/oppose false teachings. False teachers (heretics - same as church of today) had infiltrated the Church in Ephesus.  Paul wanted Timothy to keep the teaching of the Word pure and unsullied. The false teachings may have been Greek philosophy, Gnosticism, or Jewish philosophies, myth, fables and genealogies (perhaps the Apocrypha - the 14 books in the Catholic Old Testament that do not appear in the protestant New Testament).

1 Tim 1:8-11 - Paul tells Timothy to oppose the tendency of some in the church to blindly impose (Jewish/Moses) rigid regulations and law without understanding the indwelling life and grace of Jesus Christ. Instruct the Ephesians on the proper use of the Law in a Christian Life.  Basically, he wanted those who desired to teach the law to understand what they were teaching.

1Tim 1:12-17 – Paul’s Experience With God’s Love - Paul would never get over the fact that he was a blasphemer, persecutor and insulter of Christ, but that God chose Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus and forgave him his actions.  This passage may also be looked at as and outpouring of Paul’s love, excitement and thankfulness for the work that God has done in his life. 1Tim 1:15  “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”

1 Tim 1:18-21  - Wage the Good Warfare - Paul tells Timothy the Christian life is a lifelong battle and that he should fight it the right way. In contrast, Paul mentions Hymenaeus and Alexander, who failed to heed their conscience “obedient heart” and that he had delivered then to Satan.

Chapter 2:

1 Tim 2:1-7 - First of all - First Prayers of Supplications, Prayer, Intercessions and prayers of thanks 
(three types of prayer)

1 Tim 2:8-15 - How men and then how women should pray.  This entire passage is still about prayer. Controversial, misunderstood passage - This passage deals with prayer for all men and women.  The first part tells how men should pray (holy hands lifted up and no quarreling).  The second part tells how women should pray. (Also - likewise - similarly - so also) says women should be characterized by godly lives and not just outward appearances.  God looks at the heart.  He does not look at the outward man, or woman

Chapter 3:
1 Tim 3:1-7 - Qualifications of Elders (bishops and overseers) and Deacons. Overseer is not a job to be taken lightly.  In Acts, describing the early church in Jerusalem, the Apostles were the elders. Then, as the church began to rapidly expand Judea, Samaria Antioch, Syria, they appointed elders in every church.  Elders have no authority over the church.  As a body, they are to seek out the mind of the Lord and teach it to they believers.  Within a body, they are the final authority on God’s word.

1 Tim 3:8-13 - Deacons, The Lord’s Servants.  Paul includes women as deacons (Phoebe in Romans 16 was a Deacon).  They are ushers, Nursery workers, Office staff, drivers, food committee workers, garden staff, custodial, choir, committee members, book keepers, Sunday school administration, fall bazaar, communion staff, pianist, organist, choir director.  Deacons are volunteers who take on responsibility so that the congregation might be able to conduct its services and its ministry in helpful and wonderful ways. Elders must be teachers, Deacons, are to hold the mystery of the faith - they may also teach.

1 Tim 3:14-15 - Paul hopes to return soon, but until Paul returns, his hope is the Church.  These verses tell how one ought to behave in the household of God.  Does not talk about the building on Main Street. The church is not a building. The church is people. 

1 Tim 3:16 - The last verse of chapter 3 is a Doxiology containing the central glory of the early Church. This may have been the first century equivalent of our Apostle’s creed. From the rhythm of its phrases, may have been sung as a hymn. This passage is the very heart, the central fact about which everything we believe is built: 

Great indeed, we confess is the mystery of our religion (Godliness) (Godlikeness) (Goodliness) (Wholeness): He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated (justified) by the spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on by the world taken up in glory.

(1 Tim 3:16)

A mystery is an insight into reality that is hidden from secular wisdom. Something only revelation makes clear.

Chapter 4
1 Tim 4:1-5 - Predictions of Falling away, or apostasy. These are the later times, seasons of deceit - joints or articulations in time when as foreordained by God one period closes and another opens. 

Think about the last part of the 19th century, Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Science - all distorted biblical Christianity, while claiming to be Christian.

Then - Mid 60's Moonies, Hare Krishna, Scientology, Transcendental Meditation, Humanism, God is Dead, Jim Jones. Then - 90's, with the Branch Davidians, Universal religion and so on

All of these were predicted by Paul to Timothy, when many will depart from the truth and the faith as it is presented in the Apostolic Scriptures.  Paul says these deviations come from deceitful spirits.  Men do not invent errors like these. 

As Christians, we should beware of movements that deny marriage, certain foods, rest, asceticism, or self-denial to please God.  We cannot please God with these things. God wants for us to be thankful, understanding that all good things come from God.  The habit of giving thanks accomplishes that.

1 Tim 4:6-15 - How to be a good minister and advice to a young pastor - This passage seeks to encourage Timothy in the midst of the pressures facing him. The better translation for minister here is deacon, or servant. A good deacon of Jesus Christ or A good servant of Jesus Christ.

1 Tim 4: 16 - Remember, Do not neglect the gift you have.

Chapter 5
1 Tim 5:1-16 - Our relationship with Widows - How you look at other people is very important.  As Christians, we are family.

1Tim 5:17-25 - The relationship with Elders - Rules for those who lead and teach the congregation.

Chapter 6
1 Tim 6:1-5 - Words for Slaves - or those with a master. When Paul wrote this Letter to Timothy, roughly half of the Roman Empire - about 60 million people were slaves. Many became slaves as prisoners of war, either taken from their country, or held captive in their homeland.  Some slaves were highly literate men and women, but most were illiterate as were many Romans.  Slavery was a problem to the early church, since many slaves and their masters were being converted to Christainty. These passages seem perfectly applicable to any situation where we work (slave) for someone else.

1 Tim 6:6-10 & 17-19 - Contentment or trust in God - Paul says contentment (a whole and balanced life, Godliness) is true wealth.

1 Tim 6:11-16 & 20-21 - O Man of God! - Paul to Timothy – “O man of God.”  In the Old Testament, this address was used for the prophets. In the New Testament, only one man - only Timothy - was addressed this way. What must this Man of God do? - Shun all this. Aim at righteousness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness - Fight the good fight of the faith

1 Tim 6: 13-16 – Paul’s ending and blessing to Timothy

2nd Timothy
Paul’s second letter to Timothy is known to many Biblical scholars as a prison epistle, since it was written at a time when the Apostle was imprisoned for the cause of the Gospel.  There is a tremendous difference in this letter to Timothy and the first Timothy epistle.  The first letter was written after a time when Paul had been released, after his house arrest in Rome.  Though he was chained to a Roman guard at all times, he still had freedom to move about the hired house where he and his companions lived.  While under arrest, awaiting trial, he was able to have friends in to visit him.  He held meetings and had companions who lived with him and assisted him.  He also had a great hopeful belief that he would be released.

Paul was likely released from his first imprisonment and resumed his travels around the Roman Empire, taking Timothy, Titus and Luke with him.  He went to the island of Crete, where he left Titus to set things in order for the new church that was growing there.  Then he traveled to Ephesus again, where he left Timothy to set in order certain things in the church, there.  Paul probably wrote his first letter to Timothy from Macedonia, where he went after leaving Ephesus. The second letter to Timothy was probably written about four or five years after the first letter. In the second letter everything has changed.  At some point after his visit to Macedonia, Paul may have traveled to Spain, to fulfill his lifelong desire to preach the gospel there.  Regardless, upon his return to the eastern part of the Mediterranean, he was rearrested; probably in the city of Troas, north of Ephesus, this time, under the terrible atmosphere of the Neroian persecution.

The Emperor Nero had tried to blame the Christians for the great fire, which destroyed the city of Rome.  In fact, he may actually have had the fire started himself, since he wanted to do urban renewal" and the buildings that were burnt in the great fire were in the way. Many Romans died in Nero’s fire and the city was outraged.  In any event, Nero blamed the Christians for the fires and the people believed him.  Under Nero, opposition broke out against the Christians all across the Empire.  For the first time, Christians were subjected to bitter persecution.  They were accused of being cannibals, because it was said they talked about eating the body and blood of Christ.  They were accused of atheism because they did not worship the pagan idols. They were said to be revolutionaries because they denied the ultimate authority of Caesar and said that Jesus was Lord. 

In response to this, Nero had the Christians dressed in clothes which had been soaked in wax, hung on crosses in his gardens and burned as living torches to light his social gatherings.  They were thrown to the lions.  They were forced to face death in The Coliseum by the Gladiators.  They were crucified and beheaded.

The Mamertine Dungeon, where Paul was taken was beside the river, across the street from the old senate building in the Roman Forum.  You can still visit the prison there, today.  There is a circular cell you enter by descending a series of stone steps.  The only light comes from an open hole in the roof, which also lets in the rain and cold.  In a cell there, beside the river, in the dank darkness and cold was very likely where the aging apostle wrote his last letter to Timothy.  2nd Timothy is probably the last correspondence penned by Paul.  Tradition tells us that on an April morning, shortly after this letter was written, Saint Paul was removed from his dungeon cell, taken a few miles outside Rome on the Ostian Way, and beheaded.  The atmosphere in the letter to his disciple reflects his situation.

Paul’s second letter to Timothy centers around the message it has to convey - the great theme is the Gospel and Timothy’s relationship to that Gospel.

Chapter 1
2Tim 1:1-2 - Identification of the authorship of the letter and greetings to Timothy. In 1st Timothy, Paul says “My own Son” - Now, “My dearly beloved Son” Paul again wishes Timothy – “Grace, Mercy and Peace”.

2 Tim 1:2-5 - Prayers of Thanksgiving for Timothy.  Paul longs to see him. He has remembrances of him (unfeigned faith), his mother, Lois and grandmother, Eunice.

2 Tim 1:6-14 - Remember your gifts, forget fear, remember love and power and sound mind. Don’t be ashamed. Remember the power of God through Jesus Christ. Hold fast to what I have told you.

"For I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able 

to keep that which I have committed to him against that day."
2 Tim 1: 15-18 - Remembrances of certain people and their households in Asia.

Chapter 2
2 Tim 2:1-7 - Be strong in Christ’s grace, endure hardness, be a good soldier, stick to the fight.

2 Tim 2:8-14 - Remember Jesus, God’s word, salvation, rewards 


2 Tim 2:15-26 - Remain Study, Shun babblings (resurrection is past already). Remember - The foundation of God remains sure, regardless of man. Flee from youthful lusts, follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace. Avoid foolish questions. Be gentle, apt to teach and patient.

Chapter 3
2 Tim 3:1-9 - Paul speaks of the coming apostasy - describes the failures of men in verses 2 - 9.

2 Tim 3:10-15 - You know me and the scriptures.  Follow these things.

2 Tim: 3:16-17 - Paul tells Timothy why we have the scripture. 

Chapter 4
2 Tim 4:1-5 - Charges Timothy to preach the word though he may encounter resistance. Do the work of an evangelist.

2Tim 4:6-8 - Paul states that he is ready to see the end. He has fought the good fight, finished the course, kept the faith. He has earned is reward “crown of righteousness.”

2 Tim 4:9-13 - Asks Timothy to come (quickly). Paul has been deserted by all of those who have been with him. Only Dr. Luke remains.  He asks his disciple, "Can you bring Mark, also?" Bring my Cloak? (he was likely cold and damp). Bring my Books? (He was bored, lonely)

2 Tim 4:14-18 - Alexander obviously hurt Paul greatly.

2 Tim 4:19-21 - Remembers the faithful, mentions his old friends. Ties up loose ends. 

“Do thy diligence to come before winter.”

Paul knew the end was at hand, either he would be executed or would not make it through the winter. Either Nero or the cold would get him.

2 Tim 4:22 - Christ be with you, May you have God’s grace, Amen

