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We all know John 3:16. I know of no more important statement that was ever written. What a lucky man John was to be in a position for God to choose him to be the one to ink these words onto parchment.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life.
(John 3:16 KJV)

Let's look carefully at what John wrote:

For God so loved - Once again, let me start with the word "For". John uses this word as a statement of absolute condition. He could have (more poorly) written "There is no other way..." The thing I want you to realize is that John used the word "For" to indicate there was not a nanogram (0.000000001 gram) of doubt concerning God's love. 

All of us know the three (Greek) forms of the word love. They are eros, philia, and agape. Eros is the kind of love we see in movies - from this Greek word we get the word erotic. It is a sexual word and has no connection with God's love for the world. Philadelphia (Pennsylvania) is known as "The City of Brotherly Love", and this gives us a hint at the meaning of philia. It is a love of friendship, and God's love for us is much more than friendship. His love for us is a deep, abiding, spiritual love, given without expectation of anything in return. In Greek, John wrote, "For God so agaped"

the world - God didn't just love Jews. He didn't just love folks from Asia, or just men, or just bricklayers, or doctors or preachers. He agaped the world. I am so glad God had John wrote it this way, because this way includes you and me.

that he gave - He agaped us so much that he gave us something. Gave is not a payment for a job done. It is not God fulfilling his part of some deal. He wasn't making good on some sort of bargain. Gave means a gift. It was a gift of mercy and grace because of his agape for us.

his only begotten son - These four words should bring tears to your eyes. There is no more painful thing that God could have done for us. I don't know if you will believe me when I say this, but I would rather die myself than to see either of my two sons suffer and die. Having said this, I know that God sent Jesus here, knowing that he was sending him to a human life and totally innocent, absolutely undeserved, death on the cross. There could be no greater pain for God than that.

The Greek word that we translate  "only begotten son" is the word "monogenas". In 3:16, John wrote that Christ was the monogenas. We can get an idea of what this Greek word means by breaking monogenas into its prefix and suffix. Mono means single and genas can mean first, original, or unique. "His only begotten son" could also be said, "His singularly unique son." That's Jesus, isn't it? He was singularly unique! I like that! What a gift of agape Jesus was!

that whosoever - Once again, I thank God for having John write it this way, because we are definitely a part of whosoever.

believeth in him - This is our response to God's gift - acceptance. He gave his son and we must accept the gift. Do you understand that if you do not believe in Jesus, no gift was given? Some people might say, "I know that Jesus was a good guy. Some might say he was a learned Jew and a wonderful Rabbi and quite possibly a prophet." The sad thing is that if their acceptance is not that Jesus was God's son, sent to us, to die for us, as God's agape gift, they have not believed, and "belief in Jesus" is how we must accept the gift.

should not perish - Did you know that John almost never talks about Hell in his Gospel? Now why would he not talk about the place called Hell? There are several ways I can explain this, but let me do it by sharing a statement made by Billy Graham, many years ago. He said, "I have no fear of the fires of Hell. What scares me is the eternal separation from God." 

So? I believe God wanted John to say those without belief in Jesus, are in a constant state of perishing. They are already in hell every moment of every day. In fact, another way to translate the Greek word "perish" is "a state of constant perishing"!

Looking at perish this way makes the passage read, "If we believe in him, we will not be in a constant state of perishing!"

but have everlasting life. - John's entire Gospel points to the fact that if we believe in Jesus, we are enjoying eternal life right now - Period - At this very moment! 

The failure to claim and enjoy eternal life in every moment of post salvation life

is the greatest failure of many Christian lives.

Go back and read the previous sentence again. It is enormously important that you understand what I just wrote, because it may be a failure you are experiencing as a Christian.

You may have read the book The Screwtape Letters, by C.S. Lewis. If you haven't, you should. It is a book about the relationship between an apprentice demon, Wormwood and his supervisor, Uncle Screwtape. Wormwood has been assigned a soul to win (for the devil), and corresponds with Screwtape by letter to report the victories and failures in his efforts to win this "Lost" soul (who Screwtape calls "The Patient") to the master (satan). In letter number 15 Screwtape writes to his nephew Wormwood: (Remember - to Screwtape, the Enemy is God)

"The humans live in time, but our Enemy destines them to eternity. He therefore wants them to attend chiefly to two things, to eternity itself and to that point in time, which they call the present. For the present is the point at which time touches eternity. (my underline)
He would have mankind continually concerned with eternity (Him) or with the present - either meditating on their eternal union with or separation from Himself, or else obeying the present voice of conscience, bearing the present cross, receiving the present grace, giving thanks for the present pleasure. 

With this in view, we sometimes tempt a human to live in the past ... but it is far better to make them live in the future ... The future is of all things the thing least like eternity ... the past is frozen and no longer flows and the present is all lit up with eternal rays ... hence all vices are rooted in the future. Gratitude looks to the past and love to the present; fear, avarice, lust, ambition and sin look ahead ...  The Enemy does not want men to give the future their hearts, to place their treasure in it, we do. ... We want a whole race perpetually in pursuit of the rainbow's end. Never honest, nor kind, nor happy now, but always using as mere fuel wherewith to heap the altar of the future every real gift which is offered to them in the present."

I love what Screwtape says. "The present is the point at which time touches eternity". There is huge power in claiming the victory of eternal life in the RIGHT NOW! Some people have called eternity, "Pie in the sky in the sweet by and by." I know I am going to spend eternity with my master, but every moment I exist touches the rest of eternity. I am living eternity right now. It is mine to enjoy at this very moment. I am a believer. God has given me the gift of everlasting life (in his son) right now.

Do you claim that power? Do you do more than give lip service to the words "master of my life"? Are you truly a child of the King? Is your faith sufficient to allow you to live an everlasting life today? It can be. You can grow sufficient faith to make him master of your life - He already is Lord of the world and King of all creation. You may remember a few weeks back when I wrote that he wants you to walk in the yoke with him, and find rest in him.

If this were something that could be sold, the Madison Avenue ad executives might put a banner up on the side of the Chrysler Building in New York City and the Sears Tower in Chicago. Their banner might say, "Eternal life - It's Yours Right Now - No waiting for pie in the sky in the sweet by and by."

But eternal life can't be sold. It is an agape gift from God, through his singularly unique son. This agape gift of mercy and grace has been freely offered to me for my enjoyment right now and it has been offered to you, too. We can claim the power of an eternal life today, if we choose.

May God Bless each of you,

John Baugh - 10/08/02

