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What is God's will? Let's start with the basics:

1 - It is God's will (His desire) that all of his children seek salvation (an act of rescue or saving) from the sin that keeps us separated from his purity and perfection. This salvation is a gift of God's grace that is available only through our acceptance of and submission to the lordship of God's Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ. God has given us to Jesus, but we must ask Christ to come into our lives and change us to receive this salvation. There is no other way to come to the Father except through the Son.

Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
(John 14:6 NIV)

And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.

(John 6:39 NIV)

2 - It is also God's will (His desire) that we glorify him (God) through our commitment to his son's lordship by seeking to become more like our Savior, Jesus Christ. This growth in the Christian's life is called repentance and is a turning away from sin toward Christ. After salvation, all of God's will for our lives deals with this never-ending growth that we know as repentance - our becoming more like Jesus. 

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

(Romans 8:29 NIV)

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
(2 Peter 3:9 NIV)

All of God's will for our lives - everything else - comes only after our understanding and acceptance of these two desires pf God, which make up the every core of his will for us.

This week's message is a continuation of my thoughts on determining God's will. These thoughts relate to God's stated will (Romans 8:29) that we become more like Christ. As usual, I will use someone else's words to help me. Don't worry though, the words I am using come from exactly the place they should come from - God's Holy Word - Specifically from Paul's letter to the Romans, Chapter 15. I am certain we could write a book concerning what Paul said in the first 9 verses of chapter 15 but I will try to stop after 2 or 3 pages.

Romans 15:  1We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: "The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me." 4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 
7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs 9so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy.... 

Romans 15:1-9 (NIV)

Insights:

In these nine verses, Paul gives us seven tremendous insights into God's will for his people. Let's dig a little deeper in this Roman diamond mine and see what gems we can uncover. What seven things does Paul say in these nine verses about God's will?

Insight 1 - Verse 1 - It is God's will that those who are spiritually strong should bear with those who are spiritually weaker and not seek just to please themselves in their walk with the Father. 

Wouldn't it be sad if God said, "Just get it for yourself and let everyone else worry about their own problems"? Well, that's not God. Our God is a God of: 

Others

Stating that only one time doesn't seem right. Let me put it this way:

Others! Others! Others!

Paul said we must bear with the failings of those who are weaker and not live lives that serve only to please ourselves. Jesus lived a life that shouted this view of his father's will. His entire life and his death encompassed his concern for others. And his resurrection and victory over death sealed the very purpose of his coming - That others might achieve salvation from sin.

Insight 2 - Verse 1 - There is also an implied will of God stated here - those who are spiritually weaker should seek out spiritual strength from those who are stronger.

In Hebrews, Paul said, 

We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised. 
(Hebrews 6:12 NIV)

There is great wisdom in determining whom to follow (those who demonstrate a life of faith and righteousness) and then closely following that person's pattern. Those who have demonstrated faith and spiritual strength are good patterns to follow. We can always draw from their strength and use them to become stronger ourselves. We need to always remember that it is God's will that we teach each other and learn from each other. Once again, Paul said:

15Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 17For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church. 
(1 Corinthians 4:15-17 NIV)

We could do a lot worse than to follow the example of a Christ led life as demonstrated by Paul. 

Insight  3 - Verse 2 - It is God's will that we have a concern of responsibility for our neighbor. 

In Paul's words, we are to please our neighbor, but not just in any old way. We are not to please their sinful wants. We are not to be a burden on them by giving them that which will harm them. We are to build them up - for their own good. We should love the sinner but hate the sin and so if we are able to spiritually help them, then we must help our neighbor - for their good.

How do we do this? Being a friend is a good way to start. Praying and witness is a good way to continue. Being a solid example of what a Christian should be and how a Christian should act (more like Jesus) is a great way to make this will of our Lord a reality.

Insight 4 - Verse 4 - It is God's will that we learn from the scripture - that we find hope "through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures".
There is no way I can say too much about this statement, so I'll say too little. God's Word has endured for thousands of years. It has endured to provide encouragement in spite of an unbelievable effort by the world to put it down or put it away. It is our rock, the foundation of our faith and the source of our hope. It always has been and it will be - until the day our Lord returns. God's will is that we search his word each day, because through the word, we will find hope and encouragement and the strength to endure. As we find encouragement and hope, we are to share that with others.

Insight 5 - Verse 5 - It is God's will that we have a spirit of unity and accept one another.

Remember Jesus and his life - Others! Others! Others! 

Unity is tough, even for the best of God's people. A part of the nature of sin (which is in all of us) is its crippling ability to drive us apart. The "Self-ish-ness" of sin keeps us isolated. It keeps us from accepting others (another way to spell sin is SELF). Sin is like a huge centrifuge that spins us away from the center of our existence (God) and pushes us apart. The further away from God we are, the more we will rely on Self (SIN-SELF-SIN) and the less unity we will have with our brothers and sisters. By the way, never believe for a moment that a group of sinners has any unity at all. Twelve sinners only equals a dozen self possessed people and not a single ounce of unity (please excuse my mixed metaphors).

There is no way that Self! Self! Self! can equal Others! Others! Others!

Insight  6 - Verse 6 - It is God's will that in our unity, we follow Jesus so that with one heart and mouth we may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus is the foundation of our faith. He is the perfecter of our faith. He is our model and the perfect standard. Living to become more like him each day must be our number one goal. His plan was to use us to impact the world (Matthew 28:18-20). That was the goal Jesus was assigned by his father and it is to be our goal. We glorify the Father through our discipleship to the Son. The disciples followed Jesus and we must follow him, too. It is God's will that we be followers/disciples of His Son and in discipling ourselves to the Son, glorify the Father.

Insight  7 - Verse 7 & 8 - Finally, it is God's will that just as his son accepted and loved us, that we accept and love each other. If we do this, we confirm the promise of his Holy Word that in our love and acceptance, we (the gentiles) will glorify God for his mercy.
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
(John 13:35 NIV)

 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.
(Mark 12:33 NIV) 


Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is–his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 (Romans 12:2 NIV)

May God Bless each of you - Both today and forever.

John Baugh

