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15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and his incomparably great power for us who believe.

(Ephesians 1:15-19 NIV)

1 - What were the conditions that led to Paul's prayer?

Paul heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus and the love for all of the saints of those in Ephesus.

2 - What were the parts of Paul's prayer for the believers?

- Unstopping thanks for fellow believers

- Ask God to give the believers spirit of wisdom

- Ask God to give the believers spirit of revelation

Why?

- So that they might know God better.

- Ask that the eyes of their heart might be enlightened

For what reason?

- So that they might know the hope to which he has called you - the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints

- So that they might know the incomparably great power for us who believe.

3 - Paul's explanation of God's power for the believer:

That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.

22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

4 - Paul's explanation of the inheritance in the saints:
Chapter 2: 1-10


1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.

4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 


5 - What did Paul say about our inheritance?

We were dead, living in the sin of the world, but made alive in Christ, through the grace of God so that we can do the good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

6 - The End of Paul's Prayer (Ephesians 3:14-21)


14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.

16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 


20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 


6a - Paul prays in sincerity and earnestness.

14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.

6b - Paul prays that God's spirit will strengthen the believers their inner being - out of his glorious riches (using only a portion of those riches)

16I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,

Why?

17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.

6c - Paul prays that the believers will be rooted and established in love.

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,

Why?

18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,

(A three dimensional - complete - understanding.)

More:

19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge --

Why?

that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

6d - Paul finishes the way he understands he should finish any prayer.


20Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

7 - Notes on Paul's prayer for the believers:

- Paul's prayer starts with praise for God and ends with praise for God.

- It is an earnest, sincere prayer.

- It is a long term prayer (for more than today's needs).

- It is a prayer for completeness.

- It is a prayer of thanks.

- It is a prayer of intercession for:

Wisdom, revelation, knowledge, enlightenment, understanding of (hope, fullness of inheritance and power)

- It is a prayer of intercession for:

Inner strength of God's power, for an indwelling of the heart by Christ in faith, of establishment of base/root of love, power to completely understand and experience Christ's love, and for a complete filling of all that God has to offer.

- Paul's prayer acknowledges ability to do more than we can ever imagine (His Majesty) as He works within us. 

- Paul's prayer offers never ending praise of The Father, His Church and His Son.

