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I would like to share two passages with you this week. Both of these are spiritual gemstones. We all know the first one and my comments about it are short. The second passage is not as well known, but it is the verse I would like to discuss.

Verse number 1:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life.
(John 3:16 KJV)

John 3:16 contains only 25 words. We all know they were inspired by God - from his Holy Spirit, moving through John's pen. I think that these may well be the 25 greatest words to have ever been written. They have greater meaning than anything in the Declaration of Independence, or Magna Carta, or any novel or non-fiction book since John wrote them.  In terms of world impact, the influence of this single sentence on human lives has been immeasurable. A few years back, I read a statement by someone about John 3:16 that made a lot of sense to me.  Although I can't remember who wrote this I still remember what they said.

"All of the Gospel can be summed up in the words contained in John 3:16. 

Everything else is just icing on the cake."

I think that is a profound statement. And I think it is true. And I like cake icing.

Verse number 2:

The second passage I would like to share with you this week comes from 2 Corinthians, Chapter 8. It is also a simple verse, containing 31 words. I guess the best thoughts may come in short word counts. Paul wrote it. John said everything we need to know about salvation in his 25 words. So, how much could Paul say in 31 Words? In his 31 words, Paul said everything we need to know about the background and motives of Jesus Christ, God's only son.

Here they are - straight from the Holy Spirit moving through Paul's pen:

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 

so that you through his poverty might become rich. 
(2 Corinthians 8:9 NIV)

Let me break these 31 words down into ten segments so that we can look at the profound things Paul said.

For you know

This passage is addressed to all of us. Paul doesn't say, "Some people know". He doesn't say, "Every third person knows," or "Those living today know". To the Corinthians and to us who have followed them, he says, "You know". The word "for" indicates that our knowing is a given. Did you notice that John 3:16 begins with the same word? What is Paul certain that we know? Let's look deeper into the passage.

the grace

Paul says we know "the grace". So, what is grace? Grace is a gift given to someone who does not deserve it. It is one of the things we, as believers, associate with God and His mercy. We receive grace through the mercy of God. By His grace we are saved, and not by any works that we might do, lest any of us should boast.

of our Lord Jesus Christ

So, Paul is telling us about the grace of Christ. Since Paul uses the words "our Lord Jesus Christ" here, we must understand that the grace is available only to those who serve under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. In other words, this grace we know of, is limited to those who allow Jesus to be their Lord. A question needs to be asked, here. Is Jesus Lord of everyone? The believer knows the answer, and that answer is No. The Lordship of Christ is a chosen Lordship. He is our Lord only if we invite him into our lives and ask him to be our Lord. Then we must submit ourselves to his Lordship. It is not a part time thing, or a commitment to be taken lightly.

As believers, we know that Jesus does not force his Lordship on anyone, It is a voluntary act of acceptance on our part that brings on this servant/Lord relationship.

that though he was rich

Nowhere in the scriptures does it talk of any financial wealth, or of any earthly property that belonged to Jesus. In fact, in more than one instance Jesus told others that he had no place to even lay his head. He had no money. He had no earthly palace, land holdings, or retirement policy. He slept as a guest in people's homes or out in the open. He rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday on a borrowed burrow. The Last Supper was held in a borrowed room. So how was he rich?

We do know that riches existed, because Paul uses the term rich as a given "though he was rich". But Jesus' riches did not come from an earthly accumulation of wealth, as we know it. It did not come as an inheritance from Joseph the carpenter of Nazareth. His riches were not of this earth and not measurable in dollars or any other form of currency. The richness Paul wrote of in Corinthians was much too valuable to allow an assignment of any monetary value. Jesus was the perfect example of man in full and constant fellowship with God. He was rich in spiritual power, endowed by his father - God. Believers understand this richness that Jesus possessed existed from the beginning. The first verses of John's Gospel tell us that Jesus was with God in the beginning. When God was, Jesus was and his riches were.

yet for your sakes

Paul uses the word "yet" here. To me this word always indicates something of a contradiction, a mystery or an occurrence that is unexplainable at our level of understanding.  Paul's use of yet is followed by a statement of condition. For our sake, this rich Jesus Christ did something that is mysterious, that we can't understand. 

We do know that there was a reason in the mind of Christ for this action. The reason was for our sake - for us - for the Corinthians - for you - and for me. For us Jesus did something that is a contradiction. 

he became poor

Well, that certainly is a contradiction! A rich man becomes poor for my sake!  In what way did he become poor? As believers, we know that he gave up whatever rank, and power and position he had with his father in heaven to come to earth and to live with us. Compared to what we are told in scripture that heaven will be like, there would be no greater poverty than to leave the presence of God, assume the human form and condition and come to earth.

so that you

Now Paul tells us why this contradiction (richness to poverty) occurred. Evidently he gave up his richness in order that we ( With Jesus, everything was for someone else (Others! Others! Others!). In this case it was done for us.)

through his poverty


Through his sacrificial act of grace that we do not deserve. That we:

might

Paul uses the word might - This tells us that it is a not a given. Paul says we might. Remember the word might. We'll come back to it in a moment.

become rich

How was Jesus rich? He was rich in spiritual riches. That is the wealth we might see through his assumed poverty. It is riches of the spiritual or heavenly type. It is riches of the eternal type. It is riches tied to God and not to man, and Jesus did all of this so that we might receive these riches. 

Conclusion - this word "might":

Why did Paul use the word "might"? Why write that we might receive these riches. Paul used the word because there is a condition on the grace-gift of riches from Christ.

As believers, we know the terms of that condition. Actually there are two terms - the first is that we ask Jesus to come into our lives and the second is that we ask him to become Lord of our lives.


When we do that, through his poverty, we become rich.

We need to keep his grace-gift of poverty in mind at all times. He is our Lord, and deserves no less than that.

I hope you have a good week, and that you are in a position of servitude to the Lordship of Jesus so that you might benefit from the eternal riches he offers. 

May God Bless each of you,

John Baugh

10/01/02

Just one more thing:

As a gift to yourself, Go back to John 3:16 and break this incredible passage down into eight parts as follows:

For God so loved
the world

that he gave


his only begotten son,

that whosoever

believeth in him

should not perish

but have everlasting life

Now, like I did with Paul's words, write down what each of these phrases written by John actually means. You will find this word study to be incredible!

