The Power To Change Us
Scripture (John 1:12)

“Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the power to become the children of God.”

The focus of this Bible study is change.  The key words of our focus in this verse are "the power to become".  Although John 1:12 is a verse that is often quoted in regard to soul winning, in this study, we will use the passage to talk about the concept of growth as Christians.

Becoming a child (Son or Daughter) of God.  

The first part of this verse refers to "all who receive" Christ.  By faith, we receive Christ when we are saved.  We may not fully understand all that Christ is, but we step forward by whatever level of faith (belief) we have and receive Him.

John 6:40

"For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day." NIV

After our acceptance of Christ by faith/belief, comes our conversion or rebirth into what we call a new man or new woman. At the point we are reborn, we are much like an infant Christian or a spiritual baby.  Then comes growth as a Christian.  

1 Peter 2:2

"Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good."

Then comes an interesting fact about Christians.  The more we grow, the more we look like Christ.

Have you ever wondered what Christ looked like?

Hundreds, perhaps thousands of artists have painted their version of Christ.  He has been painted as a Jew, a Caucasian, a Back Man, a Hispanic.  Indian artists have painted him as an Indian.  He has been rendered to look like an Asian.

A while back, the Discovery Channel ran a special where they had a forensic scientist sculpt an image of Christ, based on skulls that had been unearthed from graves of that period in history.  They came up with a stocky faced man with heavy facial features and short curly hair.

The truth is none of the people who have painted or sculpted Jesus have any idea what he looked like.  We may not know what Christ looked like, but we do know who he looked like.  

Jesus looked like his Father.  

He looked like God.

The Infant Christian

When my oldest son, John Jr., was born, I was in graduate school at Mississippi State University.  Like all proud Poppas, I took him to the department office to show him to everyone in the Microbiology Department.  The secretaries all “oohed and aahed” over him.  Some of them told me John Jr. looked like me and some said he looked like his mother.  Finally Dr. Tischer, the department head walked in to see what all the fuss was about.  

He stared at my son for a moment and made one comment as he walked away, "To me, all new born babies look like Winston Churchill."

Dr. Tischer may or may not have been correct in his opinion of newborn babies, but he had a pretty good description of the new Christian.  All new Christians are newborn or reborn, but in appearance they are all the spiritual equivalent of Winston Churchill! Only after they begin growing in Christ, do they begin to look like Christ.

My son, John is grown up now, with a family of his own, and he probably looks a lot like me.  I like that.  But my real desire is to see him look a lot like Christ.

It is important to remember our goal as a child of God, is to grow as a Christian until we look like Christ - and become sons and daughters of God.  The only way to do that is to grow up.  

Sadly, some of us never grow up.

In 1 Corinthians 3:1-2, Paul said to the church at Corinth:

"Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual, but as worldly - mere infants in Christ.  I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it.  Indeed you are still not ready.  You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you are you not worldly?  Are you not acting like mere men?"

Baby Face

In the 1030s, there was a notorious criminal in the US, who was known as Baby Face Nelson. He was a murderer and bank robber who at one time worked for Al Capone.  It was said that to look at Mr. Nelson, you would think you were looking into the face of a child.  Mr. Nelson was an adult with the face of a child - Thus the name Baby Face.  

Some of us keep our "Christian baby faces" for years.  

Some of us remain baby faced forever.

Back to John 1:42 - let’s drop the last part of this verse, and see a marvelous truth of God!  I would like this truth to guide us throughout the rest of this year as we meet each week.

“As many as receive Jesus Christ, to them He gives the power to become!” 

If ever we are to become what He wants us to be, we must somehow get “the power to become.” So, How do we get the power to become?  That power comes only when we “receive” Jesus Christ into the place of absolute authority that He desires and deserves in our lives.

An interesting thought:

The more authority you are willing to give to Christ to run your life, the more you will become!

This pertains to your school year.  It pertains to MMI.  It pertains to your career.  If and when you decide to get married, it will pertain to your marriage and family. 

How do you give your daily life to Christ?

You give your daily life to Christ through prayer, study of the scriptures and a conscious yielding of your will and actions to what God tells you to do through your prayer and study.  

Remember - This is a growing process.  It is not an achievement you will accomplish the first day.  It is a rest of your life thing. Some people never give Christ any part of their lives.  If you look, you can find a lot of them.  

- They are unhappy.  

- They suffer from what their friends and enemies do to them.  

- They push and trudge through drudge jobs.

- They are never satisfied with where they are or anyone above them.  

- They are the shakers and movers that no one appreciates.  

- They are back-stabbers, who eventually get stabbed in the back.

Others give a little of their lives to Christ and get a little back - There are many levels of success.  

A Success Story:

Perhaps one of the greatest "becomers" was the apostle Paul, who said in 2Timothy 4:7-8:

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day - and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

The apostle Paul was a mighty man.  He traveled the known world of his day.  He made three great missionary journeys, supporting himself on each journey. He preached the gospel boldly across all of Asia and to Rome. He proclaimed the gospel to Jews, Gentiles, Roman soldiers, officials, judges, Kings and Roman Emperors. He was cursed, beaten, nearly killed, shipwrecked, snake bit, Imprisoned, and finally beheaded by the Roman Emperor, Nero 

Paul never forgot that he began his life's work proclaiming the saving grace of Christ as a persecutor of Christians, or followers of The Way.  He never forgot that he stood, holding the cloaks of the people who stoned Stephen to death. He never forgot his encounter with Christ occurred through a "bright light" exposure on the road to Damascus that left him blind for three days and may have permanently affected his eyesight.

He also never forgot what Jesus allowed him to become!

1 Timothy 1: 12-16

"I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. "

Saul of Tarsus, or the apostle Paul, never forgot what Jesus allowed him to become.

How Is Christ Able To Help Us Become?

In Matthew 28:19, Christ told his disciples something just before he ascended to Heaven

"Then Jesus came to them and said, 'All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.' "

Is it reasonable that the one, to whom All authority in Heaven and on earth would have the ability to help us become?

Questions:

1 - Can you receive Christ without faith? 

2 - Should a person wait until all their questions are answered before accepting Christ? 

3 - Who did Christ look like?  

4 - Who should we want to look like?

5 - How can we look like that person? 

6 - If a person has a "Christian Baby Face", they probably 

7 - What entitled Paul to a "Crown of Righteousness"? 

8 - What should we do to assure ourselves that we Become all That We Can Be?  

9 - The more of our lives that we give to Christ - 

10 - Who gave Christ authority over heaven and earth? 

