September 14, 2001

To My Dear MMI-CCF Friends,

This has been a difficult week, hasn't it.  I don't think any of us have ever seen as much suffering on such a wide scale as what we have experienced this week.  At times the video and live coverage of the pain of loss, grief and hopelessness have been almost too much to watch.  My first hope is that none of you have been touched directly by this tragedy.  With the thousands of deaths and injury, that may not be the case.  If this loss is personal to you, you and your family are in my prayers and the prayers of many others around the world.  

I hope you understand this was not from God.  This was not His will.  This was sin at its worst.  This is what Satan can accomplish.  But God will prevail.  I have read the end of the book.  God will prevail.

My hope is that within our group, we are constantly lifting up this tragedy to our Lord.  I received a prayer chain request on the web this morning that I would like to share with you.  Please take time today to lift up this prayer to our Lord.  What follows was copied from my e-mail:
Dear Heavenly Father,

We are moved by the alarming news and crisis that our country is facing.  This, the greatest nation, founded in the belief that "In God We Trust" & the "Land of the Free".   Please have mercy on those suffering, hurting and in fear, and give wisdom & strength to those who are assisting.  May the forces of evil be broken by your power and may we humble ourselves before thee, our strength and refuge.  Give wisdom to our President & all our leaders and bring your comforting peace through the power of your Holy Spirit.  Help us here to reach out to those that have been affected by this tragedy.  

In the name of our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Thousands of people are praying this prayer.  I am, and hope that you will, too.  Many bad days may lie ahead, as our government comes to decisions concerning our national security and what response we will make to this act of total disregard for humanity.  We must remember to hold up our President, his staff, our military leaders and our armed forces in our prayers.  They serve all of us willingly and their jobs have become incredibly difficult this week. 

How do we respond to this as Christians?  I can tell you my thoughts.  They come from Ephesians, where Paul said:

Ephesians 6:10-18 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints.

My other thoughts come from Matthew 1:28-29, where Jesus said to his disciples:

"Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest," (Then he added) "Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls," 

God, His Son, and the Holy Spirit will comfort and strengthen us.  The more we allow Christ to guide us and our actions, the more of His strength we will have.

I (and the others) look forward to seeing you next week.  My good friend Jim Doss will deliver the message.  I can't wait to hear what Jim has to say. Please keep Cindy in your prayers as she travels on Monday (9/17/01). Also, remember my brother, Daniel Baugh, who is still in Zambia, Africa (through 9/20/01). Nothing in our lives is ever certain, but these are not good days to be traveling.

Call us if you need a friend to talk to.

God Bless You

John and Cindy Baugh

683-8624 


jbaugh@pinebelt.net

