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There are times in all of our lives when we experience a call to stand up and be counted. Usually these occurrences involve some immediate need for strength, or will, or obedience to a calling. The Old Testament prophet Ezekiel reported one such occurrence in Ezekiel 22:30.
"I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none."
(Ezekiel 22:30 NIV)

Ezekiel wrote these words during the time of his prophecy (592-570 BC) when Judah was being held captive in Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzer. Bible scholars tell us Ezekiel was about 30 years old when he started proclaiming God's prophesy. 

In the message God gave to Ezekiel, He said that he had searched for someone, some faithful person who would stand in the gap in the wall and build up the break (stand up for God in the time of need) and He found no one. God could find no one to stand in the gap - this is a terrible statement of shame for the people of Judah during Ezekiel's time. The even sadder point to consider when we read this passage is that, like all scripture, Ezekiel 22:30 has direct application to our condition today. God still has trouble finding people who are willing to stand in the gap. Often, there is no one.

What is the Gap? Gaps exist in all areas of our lives and all conditions we encounter. A Gap may come as a need to be a friend to someone in emotional distress, pain, or spiritual emptiness. The Gap may come as a need to be the one person in a group with sufficient moral character to say, "What we are about to do is wrong and I will not take part in it." The gap may be a need to go to someone and say, "Let me be your accountability partner. Together, we can beat this problem. It may come as a need to say, "Here am I, Lord. Send me." There are thousands of needs to stand in the gap that each of us will encounter in the time we have here.

If you go back and look at Ezekiel, you will notice that God did not just search through the 30-year-old men of Judah. He did not just look at the shopkeepers and shepherds. He did not just look at the priests and scribes. He said there was no one - period. There was and is no age limit, status limit, or situational limit as to who can stand in the gap. God is content to use whoever says, "Here am I Lord. Use me."

So, how do we know God is calling us?

- Sometimes he speaks to us through His Holy Word. I know there have been many times when I have encountered a passage while reading my Bible and have said, "How did I never see that before, Lord? Now I know what I must do."

- God also uses His Holy Spirit to convict us of what must be done. Sometimes He speaks with a small whisper across the silence of an open heart, and sometimes he shouts with a deafening roar that smashes through the noise of a self-possessed life. 

- At times, God will use the direct intervention of others. These occurrences need to be supported by His Holy Spirit, because the appeal of man is not always identical to the appeal of God. I can tell you that I have been approached by fellow brothers in Christ to leave the comfort of my easy chair to travel to some much less comfortable place to teach Disciple Making or to serve the Lord in some other way. In all cases, these direct appeals from others were fully supported by an inner appeal by the Holy Spirit and were wonderfully successful times of standing in the gap.

-Sometimes we are called to stand in the Gap by the events that are unfolding around us. The best example I can use here is when all of the crowd we are with seems to be headed over a cliff and everything about what is happening tells us that we must stand in the gap and say, "No".

How Do We Stand in the Gap?

Let's look at the words of Jesus:

7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 
(Acts 1:7-8 NIV)

Let's look at the words of Paul:

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose... If God is for us, who can be against us?

(Romans 8:28-31 NIV)

If God calls us to stand in the Gap and we say, "Send me Lord." He will be beside us all the time. We will have his power though the Holy Spirit. What more could we want?

As you go through the weeks ahead, please listen to your Holy Father. Be obedient to his calling, because there are gaps that someone must stand in. What a shame to be one of those he looked toward and then to have Him say, 

"I looked for one among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none."

God Bless you as you stand in the gap for him.

