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Follow God's example in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with love for others, following the example of Christ, who loved you and gave himself as a sacrifice to take away your sins. And God was pleased, because that sacrifice was like sweet perfume to him. Ephesians 5:1-2, New Living Translation

But thanks be to God, who made us his captives and leads us along in Christ's triumphal procession. Now wherever we go he uses us to tell others about the Lord and to spread the Good News like a sweet perfume. Our lives are a fragrance presented by Christ to God. But this fragrance is perceived differently by those being saved and by those perishing. To those who are perishing we are a fearful smell of death and doom. But to those who are being saved we are a life-giving perfume.  2 Corinthians 2:14-17, New Living Translation

Fragrant Odors:

What is the best fragrance you have ever smelled? Arpege Perfume? Channel #5? Fresh brownies? Apple pie? The State Fair on a Friday night in the chill of autumn? One of our most interesting senses is smell. Our olfactory sense is nowhere nearly as sophisticated as some of God's creatures, and we could still talk for hours about fragrance, things we have smelled and the memories certain fragrances evoke.

There are many wonderful odors in the world of fragrance.  As Technical Services Manager at TEKPAK, one of my jobs is Research and Development (R&D) for new products.  We serve a number of consumer products customers that use fragrance in their product.  All of us like things that smell good and there are an almost limitless variety of fragrances to choose from.  I have a cabinet at work, full of small brown screwcap bottles.  If I need to, I can pull out a bottle of green apples, or mulberry, or strawberry, or one of 7-8 different roses, or "tranquil beaches", "Fields of Flowers", "Sunny Days" Vanilla, Pears, Citrus, Lemons, Limes, Grapes, Apricot, Chamomile, Grapefruit, Ginger, Lemongrass, Bergamot, Rosemary, Sandalwood, Cinnamon, "Tidy Cat", (Ok, I bet you get the idea).

The scriptures tell us that our Lord God enjoys fragrant offerings.  All through the Old Testament we find references to fragrant offerings of incense, offered to God by the Jewish Priests and those who served Him in the temple.  If my memory is correct, the altar of the temple always held an incense offering.  To enter the temple and smell the fragrance of cinnamon, sandalwood and the other aromatics gave the worshiper assurance they were close to God because these were the fragrances He told Moses to offer.  This scent offering was significant to the Jews.  In fact, scripture tells us that the perfumers, or those who mixed the incense for the altar were not allowed to mix those fragrances for any other use.

These fragrances were among the sacrifices offered to God. Then mankind encountered the ultimate sacrifice in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

"You ... following the example of Christ, who loved you and gave himself as a sacrifice to take away your sins. And God was pleased, because that sacrifice was like sweet perfume to him." 

(Ephesians 5: 2)

In Ephesians, Paul tells us that the sacrifice of God's own Son was "Like a sweet perfume to Him."  I do not believe for a second that God was happy or pleased with the pain, suffering, agony and humiliation of the human death endured by His Son.  I do not believe for a second that he wanted any of what happened to His Son to happen.  This was His Son, His spirit, His Flesh, His Being.  In our understanding of the trinity of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, this was God Himself.  This was God, who died the shameful death on the cross. He was scorned by Roman solders, jeered and hated by the Jews (His chosen people), and mourned in person by only a few faithful women followers and one or two brave disciples. Everyone else had fled this gruesome scene of pain and agony.

God was not pleased with this suffering and death, but the fulfillment of His part of the new covenant was put into place when His Son was nailed to the cross.  The covenant was sealed with the blood willingly shed for our sins when Jesus said "It is finished" and died.  This "It is finished" statement of Christ's victory comes from the young disciple, John, who was one of a very few who were brave enough to stay beside our Lord on that hill of death until the end. 

The fulfillment of God's part of the new covenant turned to glory three days later when Christ showed that death and the grave had no power over him. It was crowned 40 days later with the splendid ascension of our savior back to His place of power and authority over Heaven and earth. When I look at the completion of Christ's work on earth in this way, it is not difficult at all to understand how the pain and death of a Son might become a sweet fragrance to a Father.

The Work of Christians:

"Now wherever we go he uses us to tell others about the Lord and to spread the Good News like a sweet perfume." (2 Corinthians 2:14 NLT)
Here is our friend Paul again, in Corinthians, telling us how to spread the sweet odor of God's love around the world.  The fragrant odor is no longer an incense burned at an altar in a temple.  It is no longer the pride and satisfaction felt by a Father (God) for the work of His Son (Christ). What is the sweet perfume now?

It is the Gospel - The Good News.  It is the story of our Lord and how much he loved us. I don't know about you, but there have been many times in my life when I was a present as the Good News was being shared and suddenly, the Holy Spirit was among those who were giving and those who were receiving.  I can assure you, sweet perfume is a good description of what was in the air at those times.  

I can't imagine a situation where the Gospel would not add a pleasing fragrance to the air.  If there were such a point in time, I would not want to be there. Unfortunately, we will see the time (when the fragrance is not sweet) a bit further down in this study.

Paul Goes On:

"Our lives are a fragrance presented by Christ to God."
Wow! Can you imagine our Lord Jesus presenting your life as a fragrance to His Father?  

"Wait a minute! Our lives presented to God by Jesus?"  ...  

"Oh No!"

That thought makes you want to clean things up a little, doesn't it?

You know what I mean when I say this, Don't you? I hope so.  I think it is important that we live lives that give testimony to our understanding that at any point, Christ - the one who gave his blood and His sinless life on the cross for our sin - would want to hold our post-salvation lives up before his father and say, "Father, this is what I went down among mankind and died for." If your Christian life up to this point has been less than a sweet fragrance, the future starts right now. The future starts right now for me, too.

"If there were such a point in time, I would not want to be there."

Do you remember me making this statement about the Gospel not being fragrant a few lines back up the page? Let's look a little further into what Paul tells the people of Corinth:

"Our lives are a fragrance presented by Christ to God. But this fragrance is perceived differently by those being saved and by those perishing. To those who are perishing we are a fearful smell of death and doom."

What is this fearful smell of death and doom?  It sounds awful, doesn't it?  It is the smell of life to those who are without Christ. Look at Paul's statement again - These people are "perishing".  I wrote to you about perishing last week, didn't I?  These people have no vision.  They are perishing - doomed to a long, naked, headfirst plunge to a place of eternal separation from God. To me, eternal separation from God equals Hell, whatever else Hell may look like, or smell like, or feel like.

Perishing?  In food service, certain foods are designated "perishables".  They have not been processed in any way that would keep them from spoiling. Did you know we have been processed by salvation to keep us from perishing? Without protection from perishing, perishable things will soon go bad and rot.  There is a medical term that comes to mind here - pufrification.

I apologize for using this example, but people are perishing all around us.

Perhaps I have told you that at one time I was an Operating Room Technician in a MASH Hospital. While stationed at Fort Bragg, NC, I worked in surgery at Womack Army Hospital (think 1971 and Vietnam going full tilt). One day, we were presented with a case, where a soldier had a battlefield injury to his leg that had not been treated properly.  He had been transported from Southeast Asia to WAH in an unsuccessful effort to save his leg.  Our part in this story came the morning that he was brought to surgery to remove the leg, midway between the knee and hip.  Surgery was ready and our patient had been sedated when he was brought into the operating room that morning. He had been saved to be the last case of the day, because his condition was "septic", or heavily contaminated.  Significant cleaning of the room would be required at completion of the procedure due to the powerful, rapidly developing infection he had encountered.

This man's leg was heavily bandaged when he was placed onto the table. As the least senior OR Scrub in the room, my job was to cut away the bandages as soon as he was put under anesthesia.  Our friend's condition had worsened to the point where he had gas gangrene in the leg.  There was no saving it.  It was "lose the leg or lose the patient". Had the surgeon not removed the leg, it would have been the soldier's doom.  Since I was contaminated in the act of removing the bandages, my job was to hold the leg while the surgeon removed it.  I then carried it away for disposal while the rest of the surgery was being completed. To this day, if I close my eyes, I can bring back the smell of that leg.  It was a piece of stinking rotten death, attached to that soldier.

The Smell of Death and Doom:

"To those who are perishing we are a fearful smell of death and doom."

That is what I think about when I read this short passage Paul wrote to the people in Corinth. Those without salvation are perishing.  They are the smell of death and doom. It is not pretty and certainly not fragrant.


"But to those who are being saved we are a life-giving perfume."
Can you imagine a perfume that gives life?  Well, that is what salvation is!

What is your Condition?

My hope and prayer is that all of you have this perfume in your life.  You know - I have never asked you this question during our weeks together.  This might be a good time. 

Do you know Christ as your savior?  

He loved us so much that he suffered a terrible death as a sacrifice for our sin.  Sin is the one thing that all of mankind has in common.  We may be short and tall, black, yellow, tan, pretty or plain, brown haired, blond, or past gray to a head that's white, but we are all subject to the power of sin.  It is the thing that separates us from our maker, who is without sin and unable to have fellowship with us because of the sin we carry.  

Still he loves us so much.  We are the result of His creation.  In fact, He loves us so much that he established a covenant (much more than a solemn promise) with us that allows our sin to be forgiven, washed away, resolved and made history.  The covenant was that he would send His Son to be a sacrifice for sin and a mediator between us and Him - Christ would be a bridge across the wide chasm that separates us from God.  There is only one catch.  We have free will.  We must choose to accept the covenant and ask Christ to come into our lives.  Today, some 2000 years after the covenant was established, Jesus still calls out to a lost world, offering to bridge the gap between us and our maker.

If you have accepted that hand that Jesus holds out, I praise God.  If you never did, why not today?  It is simple.  Get by yourself and pray:

"My lord, I know I am a sinner and that without you I will perish.

I know that if I ask you to come into my life, you will.

I know that at the point I ask, my sin will be forgiven and I will become a new person.

Lord Jesus, please come into me and be a part of my life.

I give myself to you, today.  Take my life and use me Lord.

Thank you Lord Jesus."
If you prayed this prayer, or something similar, You need to tell someone what you have done.  I would recommend a pastor, or preacher (Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, - You will find more than one good church here in Marion - ask LTC Berry or Ltc Morrow, or Jim Doss, or Cindy, or me if you are uncertain).  Then get into a church - you belong there. It is the place where you will be most likely to develop a lasting relationship with our Lord.

My belief is that all of the Cadets who attend CCF are saved. 

So why did I present salvation to you?

What I said in the several previous paragraphs is what our Lord wants us to do.  That is the sweet perfume he speaks about through Paul and so many others through the scriptures and the years.  He wants us to share the sweet perfume - The Gospel, which is, as Paul says, "God's love shown by Christ who was crucified for us".  

The message of the Gospel is simple.

Have you ever shared it with anyone?

Would you be willing to hand this study to someone and ask them to read it?

It takes courage to tell someone, or share your witness .  I know it is easier to not do it (That is another of Satan's slick tricks. He plants the seed in your mind that says, "I'll just let someone else spread the Gospel").  However, the scripture and Jesus say we must do just that so that our lives might be:

"a fragrance presented by Christ to God."
What a big burden I have placed on you today!  It's ok, though.  You are God's children.  Christ is with you, and as you have heard me tell you so many times – God gave his son, Jesus all authority in Heaven and on Earth - until the end of the earth.

Have a good week!

God Bless you.  Be Strong in the Lord and pray for each other. Pray for me, too!

Call if you need a friend to talk to,

