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I know most of you are excited about the holiday week you will be enjoying very soon. I hope you will have good times with your family and rest from MMI. Thanksgiving has become a typical American holiday. Many of us will take in the abundance of God's blessings in plates full of food excess and follow that up with a turkey tryptophane induced slumber as two professional football teams slug it out on the TV set. Then we will get up just in time for dinner leftovers.

I know that you know that there is a lot more to what we call Thanksgiving than that. Paul talks about giving thanks in his letter to the believers in Thessalonica.

16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 19Do not put out the Spirit's fire. 
(1 Thessalonians 5: 16-19 NIV)

What does Paul say we should do? Let's look.

Right away there is a problem. Paul says, "Be joyful always". That's not easy. I know I have problems meeting the (always) mark that Paul establishes here. If you are lucky, you have encountered a few people who (always) overflow with joy. It floods out of them and washes over everyone they meet. It is a gift of God that comes with maturity. It is an attitude we must learn.

I guess the second need Paul places on us is also a problem. He says, "Pray continually". There is only one way we can talk to God and that is through prayer. Did you know that there are experts on prayer (people who pray a lot and see their prayers answered - not necessarily people who write books) say that God never performs any act of redemption that is not a direct answer to prayer? What does this mean? If you are not praying continually, God is not acting in your life continually. This means "part time prayers" are willing to settle for a "part time God". How sad! I guess that says it all, so let me go on.

Give thanks in all circumstances for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. The world and all that is in it is God's. He is our creator and our God. Whatever we see, all the circumstances we experience have been put in place for the greatest good and we should give thanks for whatever circumstance we experience. I know it is difficult to stand at the gravesite of a friend and praise God, or to experience pain and praise God, but we need to thank Him for all things and all circumstances. Finding the ability to do this is a sign of maturity and wisdom. It is nice to be able to give thanks for warm friends on the sunny days, but we need to be able to give thanks for everything, even when those thanks come through tears of sadness or pain.

Why do these things? There are two reasons. The first is that it is God's will for us in Jesus Christ to be joyful and to pray and to give thanks. That is how God wants us to live. It is the outward expression of the abundant life He wants for each of us. There is a second reason. Paul says it is so that we do not put out the Spirit's fire. Maybe you have seen people who were burning up with the Holy Spirit. I have. They are full of joy. They are in prayer continually and they give thanks for all things. In these people, the Spirit burns bright. When we neglect or turn away from the habits of the abundant life, Paul tells us there is a danger that the fire of the Spirit will be extinguished. 

How brightly does the Spirit burn in you this week before Thanksgiving? Is it a flame of brilliance, throwing light and warmth out across the cold darkness? Is it a bed of embers, glowing with just enough intensity so that when an occasional stick of fuel is added a little flame pops up and momentarily pushes back the darkness? Is the Spirit in you the last pitiful signs of a neglected fire? Or is it a cold bed of dead ashes, yielding no light, no warmth, and no potential. I bet you know what kind of spirit fire God wants for you this week before Thanksgiving. The choice is yours.

God bless you and your family until we get back together. I will keep you in my prayers. Pray for me, too. Call if you need someone to talk with.

John Baugh 

