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I bet all of you have the same thing on your mind that is on my mind, this week. And what would that be? -  Why the Master's Tournament, of course!

I could spend pages on this topic. I love golf, and I happily serve the Master, so I should have quite a bit to say, regardless of the direction from which I chose to approach the word "Master".  

There are many golfers who would sigh and tell you, "If only I could play in the Master's Tournament - what a happy guy I would be." That's an incredibly shortsighted statement, because all of us are playing in the Master's Tournament right now.  We play whether we want to or not, and we play whether we realize we are playing or not.  However, you must trust me when I tell you there is much more at stake than a green jacket in the Master's Tournament that is on my mind.  

Did you know that if you want a green jacket, there will be one waiting for you in Heaven? Scripture says there will be no sorrow, or wanting there, so if a green jacket is what you desire, it will be waiting for you when you get there. There should also be perfect 310-yard drives ending in a slight hook, and full wedge shots that hit just beyond the flag and draw back into the cup for those who are interested - OK, just kidding - but who knows?

If we can continue thinking about golf, I am sure you know there is one fundamental rule when hitting a golf ball. This golf rule has spiritual significance, too - You must keep your eye on the ball!

Many other things are important in a golf swing, but if you do not keep a steady eye on the ball from your initial address, through the back swing and past the point of clubface to ball contact, you will never hit the ball properly. You will skull your shot. You will flub or chili-dip it, or make one of several poor shots that have been given colorful names over the years.

It is the same spiritually. In Hebrews, Paul said:

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:2 (NIV)

In the same way you hit a golf ball, so should you live your life. You swing a club in the direction you look and you live in the direction you look. It is of eternal importance that we keep our eyes on Jesus. 

In Paul's words, Christ is the author (founder & initiator) and perfecter (He put it all together He made the concept perfect) of our faith (what we follow and believe - where all of our hope resides), who for the joy set before him (eternity) endured the cross (the gift of a sinless life given for our sins) scorning it's shame (he came and served and died willingly) and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God (He went from the throne, where he was before time began, to the earth, to the cross, to the grave, then back to the throne where he will rule for eternity).

Jesus did it all for us. Our task is to keep our eyes on him. Like the golf shot, we will live in the direction we focus on. The choice of the direction of our focus is ours alone. We focus on Jesus, or somewhere else. As for me, I am playing and I want to perform well in The Master's Tournament. I have no desire to flub or chili-dip eternity. Think about it this week. Where is your focus?

May God bless each of you, today and tomorrow. Call Cindy or me if you need a friend to talk to.

