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Do you know what a "crack house" is? Do you know where one is? I thank God there is not one next to my house, and I feel a tremendous sadness for those who are forced to live beside or down the street from such an evil place.

Would you feel comfortable walking past a crack house? I wouldn't, I don't even want to drive past one in my car. 

How about stopping in front of the crack house for a minute to watch those who come and go? It gives me the chills to think of spending any time in front of such a place. 

Would you want to go up onto the porch and chill out with the folks hanging there? My thoughts about doing that are - Never in a million years. 

Walking past, stopping to watch and sitting down with the crack heads as they burn away their souls - these are three progressively more dangerous activities - each a little more dangerous that the previous. Where can we find these activities discussed? Yep - in Psalms - In fact this is what Psalm # 1addresses!

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 


Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish

(Psalm 1 NIV)

I think it is interesting that the Psalmist progresses through three increasingly involved steps of doing what we shouldn't do:

1 - Walking with wicked people. 

2 - Taking a stand with sinners.

and 

3 - Sitting with those who mock what is righteous.

That's life, isn't it? We (1) walk past things we shouldn't be involved with enough times, and then we (2) decide that it might be ok to stop for awhile. Then we (3) find ourselves seated in the middle of a mockery to what we should be as "Followers of The Way" 

(What is The Way? - see Acts 9:2, 19:9, 19:23, 22:4, 24:14, 24:22, 

and then look at Acts 11:26).

Walk, stand, sit. It's as easy as 1, 2, 3 - to find ourselves in full participation with what the Psalmist calls wickedness, sin and mockery. 

This process is how many people pick up a vocabulary of cursing. It is also the way they fall into the pit of pornography, drugs, sexual promiscuity and other no-nos that cause them to stumble and then to hurt themselves and others as they fall.  

We should love the wicked as fellow children of God (who need our prayers), but we should not walk with them. We should love the sinner (witness to and pray for them), but never stand in that sin. We should love those who mock righteousness as fellow children of God (and pray for them - they are in a horribly dangerous situation), but we should never sit with their mockery.

As the Psalmist tells us, the person who is planted in righteousness is blessed. They never wither and are solid, like a tree beside a stream, constantly being fed, spiritually healthy, strong and prosperous in the Lord.

Look at the wicked. In spite of whatever they may think, they have no substance. At the first wind of judgement, they will be blown away. Evidently an incredible wind will blow across the assembly of the righteous one day that will blow away sinners and the wicked, but will have no noticeable effect on God's redeemed. It makes me want to seek out righteousness - How about you? 

God, please help us to stand solid!

