What is a Christian?

So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 
Acts 11:26
My hope for today's message is that we can start from a common ground. That place of common thought is that there is a God, and that he loves us, and that he is seeking something from us.

What does God seek from us?

· Belief, Obedience/submission to his perfect will for our lives, trust, expressed as Faith, communication expressed in our prayer life.

· He wants to see in us a desire and effort to come closer to his perfection.

· He wants us to abide with him and to glorify him by becoming more like his son.

How much does God want from us?

· He wants our all. 

· He wants us to lead a fully righteous, fully abundant life, in him as Christians.

This term Christian? We could have been:

Christish - ishy  Christ ishy 

Christly - partially

Christy - like crusty

But we are:

Christians - like ians

What is a Christian? - Christ  -  ian  - What are ians? 

- Darwinian, Freudian Hamiltonian - agree with the philosophy. 

- Mathematician, Optician, Electrician - mastered the fundamentals - able to apply them.

- Theologian - Has devoted his/her life to study of

- Tactician, Beautician, Magician, Physician  - skilled in the practice of

- Reptilian, Simian - has the visual appearance of a

· So, like the Hamiltonian, we agree with what Christ said and did and accept his philosophy. 

· Like the Mathematician, we attempt to master his fundamentals, so that we may apply them. 

· As does the theologian, we may devote our entire lives to the study of him. 

· As the magician or beautician, we attempt to become skilled in practice.

· Hopefully, we are more than reptilian, with visually discernable similarities to a known Christian.

There are a few more "ians"

· Artesian - springing or swelling up, out of the ground with natural force

· Circassian - follows a circular cycle

· Bostonian, Brazilian Californian - lives in

· Lilliputian - exhibits all the characteristics of 

· Vegetarian - one who gives up all else (all other options) except 

If I could choose my style of Christianity, I would like the artesian/Christian meaning, where Christ swells up and overflows from my being, with natural force.

As with circassian cycles, what a great honor it would be to follow the cycle of Jesus:

In Romans 6, we find

4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 

Continuing on with the 8th verse of Romans 6, like the Bostonian, we glorify God through our living in Christ.

8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

 
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 

13Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 

(Romans 6:4-14 NIV)

Like the Lilliputian, we exhibit all the characteristics of Christ.

14The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: 16"For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?"  But we have the mind of Christ. 
(1 Corinthians 2: 14-16)

Finally, there is my definition of the vegetarian. We have given up all else, except him.

For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
(1 Corinthians 2:2)

Still I am not ashamed, for I know Him Whom I have believed and I am persuaded that He is able to guard and keep that which has been entrusted to me and which I have committed [to Him] until that day. 
(2 Timothy 1:12)

When Jesus heard him, He marveled and said to those who (believed) adhered to and trusted steadfastly in and relied on Him, "I tell you truly, I have not found so much faith as this with anyone, even in Israel. 
(Matthew 8:10 Amplified Bible)

I will end with two facts 

- There is a wholeness that is God

It is an eternal, unchanging, purity, righteousness and sameness

- Without Christ, there is a broken-ness to all of us. 

We are each a body, mind, heart, spirit and soul, led by conscience, but all too often split apart by sin.

We need a spiritual glue to adhere body mind heart and soul together to repair our broken-ness and make us whole.

So how do we glue the pieces together?  Can we glue all of the pieces together?

By becoming a modern day disciple, an adherent of Christ.

What is an adherent? It is something that sticks to something.

Think of adhesive - adhesive tape: 

Consider the following passages and how they relate to what a Christian actually is.

"No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.

(Luke 16:13)

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me."

(John 14:1)

Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed. 

(Proverbs 16:3)
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; 

the old has gone, the new has come! 
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 
(2 Corinthians 8:9)

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

(Galatians 6:14)

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
(Ephesians 3:14-21)

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
(Philippians 3: 7-11)

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
(Colossians 3:16)

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
(Ephesians 5: 1-2)

However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 
(Acts 20:23)

