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Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

(2 Corinthians 7:1 NIV)

Some of you may recognize the passage that follows this paragraph as coming from Oswald Chamber's "My Utmost For His Highest" devotional selection for March 18, 2003. If you did not get a chance to read it on that day, I copied Chambers' message (from http://www.gospelcom.net/rbc/utmost/ ) and pasted it here for you to read. Chambers' message is as follows: 

Will I Bring Myself Up to This Level?

By Oswald Chambers

... perfecting holiness in the fear of God - 2 Corinthians 7:1

Therefore, having these promises. . . ." I claim God’s promises for my life and look to their fulfillment, and rightly so, but that shows only the human perspective on them. God’s perspective is that through His promises I will come to recognize His claim of ownership on me. For example, do I realize that my "body is the temple of the Holy Spirit," or am I condoning some habit in my body which clearly could not withstand the light of God on it? (1Corinthians 6:19). God formed His Son in me through sanctification, setting me apart from sin and making me holy in His sight (see Galatians 4:19). But I must begin to transform my natural life into spiritual life by obedience to Him. God instructs us even in the smallest details of life. And when He brings you conviction of sin, do not "confer with flesh and blood," but cleanse yourself from it at once (Galatians 1:16). Keep yourself cleansed in your daily walk. 

I must cleanse myself from all filthiness in my flesh and my spirit until both are in harmony with the nature of God. Is the mind of my spirit in perfect agreement with the life of the Son of God in me, or am I mentally rebellious and defiant? Am I allowing the mind of Christ to be formed in me? (see Philippians 2:5). Christ never spoke of His right to Himself, but always maintained an inner vigilance to submit His spirit continually to His Father. I also have the responsibility to keep my spirit in agreement with His Spirit. And when I do, Jesus gradually lifts me up to the level where He lived-a level of perfect submission to His Father’s will—where I pay no attention to anything else. Am I perfecting this kind of holiness in the fear of God? Is God having His way with me, and are people beginning to see God in my life more and more? 

Be serious in your commitment to God and gladly leave everything else alone. Literally put God first in your life. 

Wasn't that Great!!!

If I may, I would like to spend a moment for a short commercial.

Most of you have heard me refer to Pastor Oswald Chambers many times and specifically to the publication "My Utmost For His Highest"

You will want to add the following web link to your favorites listing:

http://www.gospelcom.net/rbc/utmost/

This site gives the "My Utmost For His Highest" devotional for each day. Web sites on the internet don't come much better than this one.

A short Bio on Chambers follows (from the "Utmost" web site). There is also a link on the "Utmost" site to a more lengthy biographical presentation that you will enjoy reading.

Oswald Chambers (1874-1917) was born in Scotland and spent much of his boyhood there. His ministry of teaching and preaching took him for a time to the United States and Japan. The last six years of his life were spent as principal of the Bible Training College in London, and as a chaplain to the British Commonwealth troops in Egypt during World War I. After his death, the books, which bear his name were compiled by his wife from her own verbatim shorthand notes of his talks. 

Chambers was truly a Man of God, and his wife was everything a Christian woman could ever hope to be. What a unique couple!

When lists of the most widely read Christian authors or lists of those writers who had the most impact on Christian lives are published, Chambers' book "MY Utmost for His Highest" is listed in the top four or five almost every time, regardless of who compiles the listing. 

After you have read a few of the daily devotionals from the "Utmost" web site, you will understand why his writings are so valued and have influenced so many lives. If you do not own a copy of Chamber's book, you should go out and purchase it ASAP. 

If possible, get the modern translation, which is the one used by the web site. It is easier to read than the original version, which uses early 1900s English.

Back To 2nd Corinthians:

Paul uses a phrase here that we need to consider.

"perfecting holiness"
When we accept Christ into our lives, we become new creatures. All of us know the term "Born Again" and in our hope, we cling to the promise that Jesus offers to those who choose to abide in Him. His promise is that we will become new born, spiritual creatures, no longer tied to the death of spirit and soul that are the result of our sinful nature, but reconciled to God - made acceptable by our Lord thought the new covenant established by Christ on the cross. 

After our rebirth comes growth - or not - some people stay baby Christians for the rest of their post-salvation lives. That is what I think Paul is referring to when he writes of "perfecting holiness". God wants us to grow up into holy beings and that should be the goal of every Christian. Obviously the journey from where we were, to where God would have us to be requires effort on our part. We are to participate in the perfecting of holiness. We are to Grow up in Him.

Baby Faced

At one time in the 1030s, there was a notorious criminal in the US, who was known as Baby Face Nelson. He was a bank robber, a murderer, a friend of Al Capone and a man who was willing to do all sorts of bad things. It was said that to look at him, you would think you were looking into the face of a child.  Mr. Nelson was an adult (in the very worst of ways) with the face of a child - Thus the name "Baby Face".  We may not be gangsters, but some of us keep our "Christian baby faces" for years.  Sadly, some of us remain "Baby Faced" forever.

His Light on our Faces

In the 3/18/03 message (http://www.gospelcom.net/rbc/utmost/03/18/), Oswald Chambers asks an interesting question. What I like most about Chambers is his questions - the questions he asks. They are sometimes painful to answer, but they force me to think, and I like that. Chambers presents the concept of perfecting holiness and then asks, 

"Am I condoning some habit in my body which clearly could not withstand the light of God on it?"

Ouch! The answer for me is a sad "yes". 

Look at Paul's words in 1 Corinthians 6:19:

"Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;"

When we ask Christ to come into our lives, The Holy Spirit of God comes into us and we become a temple - a holy place of residence for His Holy Spirit. It seems reasonable to ask if the temple (that each of us are) is a suitable (holy) place for the Holy Spirit to reside. 

Some people tell me that they have never felt the presence of God's Holy Spirit. Is it reasonable for these people to question the suitability of their spiritual bodies as an abiding place for God's Holy Spirit? Perhaps...

I believe Pastor Charles Swindoll wrote the following (if it was someone else, I apologize):

"If I absolutely fill my life with God each day, I find there is no room for sin."

There is truth in what Pastor Swindoll wrote. The temple of the Holy Spirit that we are needs to be filled to a condition of overflowing with God. What better example of holiness could there be than filled to overflowing with God?

Purifying the Temple of the Holy Spirit:

In 2 Corinthians, immediately before using the words "perfecting Holiness, Paul uses the phrase, "purifying ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit,"

Purification is a good activity for the growing Christian. We seek to rid our lives of those things (thoughts, attitudes and actions) that contaminate us so that we can perfect holiness. We seek to become more pure (more holy) each day. 

As for me, there are many things in my life that keep me from perfecting what God wants for me. What a shame when I allow those things to stay inside me and don't put them down (at the foot of the cross) and walk away from them!

Sin = Contamination

I have read, "there is no sin that doesn't hurt someone else (no such thing as a sin that involves me, alone)". I have also read "there is no sin that brings any lasting pleasure". Eventually - usually right away - sin results in pain for us and for others. I know it hurts our Heavenly Father when we sin. I will tell you another thing you already know - there are no small sins. They take on a life of their own and grow, separating us farther and farther - more and more from our Lord. They contaminate us in the most painful ways.

The things in our lives that keep us from holiness are usually too personal and painful to discuss. Most of us do not choose to make public the things that contaminate our lives. It hurts too much when we think about them. Making them common knowledge hurts more than we want to, or are able to endure. And so we live lives of private shame, or give up and walk away from the beauty of a close relationship with God through His Son.

What I can tell you is that all of us have similar problems - you - me - all of us. The solutions - the methods we can use to remove these contaminates from our lives and purify ourselves so that we can become more holy are the same for each of us, too.

In my life, growth in holiness comes from identifying those things that contaminate me and walking away (or running away) from them. 

I had a recent conversation with a brother in Christ concerning a problem he had that he believed was keeping him from making any progress in getting closer to God. He said he believed he had to rid himself of the problem before he could go any farther. I am concerned for him, because I have been where he is, too. We had a productive conversation, at least for me, because talking to him forced me to think about my own life. Perhaps my biggest problem is not having enough God in my life. It seems that I leave more than enough room for the sin when I could be putting God where the sin resides and forcing the sin out, for lack of room. Remember what Charles Swindoll said? "If there is enough God in your life, there will be no room for sin." This was the advice I gave to my Brother in Christ. It seems to be pretty good advice for me to follow, too.

Fight or Flight?

These are our options for overcoming the things that have the power to contaminate our lives. To fight them is reasonable and God will help us fight if we ask Him (Prayer). He wants to see us succeed in our battles against the things that contaminate us and keep us from becoming more holy. As any good fighter will tell you, fighting requires strength and stamina. God will help us to be strong, resilient and enduring if we keep these needs in front of Him at all times through prayer.

Sometimes however, the best offense is a good defense, and at times, the best thing we can do is run. Does this make sense? I find that the best way to stay clean is to stay out of the mud. 

An well known philosopher (Dennis the Menace) once said:

"You never know how deep a mud puddle is, 

until you step into it."

The best way to keep from getting your feet - or up to your waist - from getting muddy is to stay out of those mud puddles!

As we are growing in holiness, one way to avoid contamination may be to simply run from it. If you are strong enough and brave enough, it is permissible to slowly turn and walk away (as you pray, "Lord, protect me from this bad thing."). However, never discount the value of a good set of legs that allow you to run from the contamination that can ruin you, your relationship with your Lord and those you love. 

Spankie and Alfalfa

You may remember two old TV shows, "The Little Rascals" and "Our Gang". Their reruns probably still come on Nickelodeon, the Comedy Channel or late-night TV. 

I remember a segment of the series where Spankie and Alfalfa (two 8-10 year old kids) ventured into a haunted house and were eventually chased by what they thought were ghosts. As he turned away from the evil spirits, Alfalfa mumbled, "Feet, don't fail me now!" Then the film sped up and Zoooooooooom! He was miles away.

That's not a bad way to address some spiritual contaminants. Sometimes we fight against them and sometimes we flee from them.

Why Perfect Holiness?

Paul says we do it out of reverence for God. If we truly love Him, we want to please Him. Making Him Lord of our lives was what we asked for when we asked for salvation. Our becoming holy is His will. Perfecting holiness is the perfect way of showing our acceptance of His Lordship. 

