Words of Warning and Wisdom

To Remember
John Baugh

November 13, 2001
"Ye, therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware less ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and for ever. Amen."

(2 Peter: 3:17-18 KJV)

Simon Peter's Last Words:

In the 17th and 18th verses of 2nd Peter, we find Simon Peter's last recorded words. Scholars believe the beloved apostle wrote this epistle from his prison cell in Rome only a few weeks before he was executed on the orders of the crazed Roman Emperor, Nero. 

This epistle, as well as 1 Peter, was written to the believers in the churches of Asia Minor.  These good people were very much in the old fisherman's thoughts when these words were penned. Although the first two verses of 2 Peter are not a part of this study, I would like to share them with you. They express Peter's love for the faithful in the church at that time.  It seems to me that we owe it to him to look at them.

"Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ our Lord."

(2 Peter 1:1-2 NIV)

"To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours:" That sounds like Christians who are alive today, doesn't it?  In fact, Peter's words to the faithful in Asia Minor also speak directly to those of us, here today, who have received this precious gift form God, even though about 1,950 years have passed since he wrote this letter.

Let's look at Peter's final words:

"Ye" and "Him"

I know the Ye's and thou's of the KJV are difficult to deal with, but there is a reason for my using KJV.  Peter's last words, here, begin with us (Ye) and end with Christ (Him). That is a clear picture of our path to eternal destiny.  

To those without Christ, everything is self - the "Ye" of KJV that Peter uses.  That was the same with us (before salvation) wasn't it.  We were first and most.  Then we eventually found Him and realized what was really important. 

The Him that Peter uses is "our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" These adjectives tell us everything about Him.  He is Jesus (God's Son, the one sent).  He is Christ (the Messiah). He is Lord (to whom everything is owed) and Savior (the one who brings salvation). Oh yes - I forgot perhaps the most important - He is "our".  All of this is for us - "our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ".

Peter Repeats Himself:

"Seeing you know these things before"

In these words, Peter says, we already know what he is going to tell us. He says we have heard it before. So, why would Peter repeat these things again?

"So, I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have.  I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know that I will soon put it aside as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things."

(2 Peter 1:12-15 NIV)

"Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking."

(2 Peter 3:1 NIV)

Peter wanted very much to keep these thoughts in the minds and mamory of the believers, so he repeated them several times. These were important concepts to remember and critical for the spiritual growth of these Christians.  He knew that the best way to accomplish this cementing of thought into the minds of the believers was repetition, and so he told them the important things time after time.

Why Did Peter Repeat These Truths To The Believers?

These are the same truths Jesus repeated to Simon Peter and the other disciples, time after during their three years together.  Whatever else he learned from his Master (and he learned a lot), Simon Peter learned the value of telling  the truths over and over to the growing disciples of Asia Minor. He knew the key to achieving spiritual growth is to turn away from listening to human reasoning to the mind of God.  Learning these truths was an important part of that growth.

So, What Does Peter Say To These Christians?

He gives the Christians of Asia minor a great warning (verse 17)

Then 

He gives the Christians of Asia minor some great wisdom (verse 18)

Peter's Warning For Us:

"beware less (you) also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness."
Peter says - be on your guard (beware) or you may fall.

Let's Think About Falling: 

- Babies fall down a lot. 

A lack of strength is a big reason why many babies fall.  They simply do not have the strength to stand for long periods. 

Another reason why babies fall is a lack of maturity. They want to stand, but have not learned that falling down can be a painful thing and that they should be more concerned with remaining standing - or at least not falling.  Bumps and bruises are the result of this lack of maturity. For most babies, many forehead bo-bos will be encountered on the way to obtaining maturity. 

A last reason is motivation.  Because of their immaturity, babies are not motivated with any desire to control their standing. They would just as soon fall to the floor as to stand or sit.  This lack of motivation and concern leads to more bumps and bruises. The pain brings motivation to stand.

- Many of us fall when we are not watching our situation closely enough.

Our thoughts get distracted by the wrong things.

We attempt to carry too much of a load and stumble under the weight.

We do not pay attention to what is important and suddenly find ourselves falling. Sometimes we look away for just a moment and fall.

- We also stumble and fall during times of crisis.

In our panic (Godzilla is coming down the street with that "You are my next meal" look in his eyes), we forget to do the important things (Right foot first, then left foot, then right foot, faster, do not stumble, faster, faster...)

- We fall when our balance or equilibrium has been affected.

This can be related to disease or other external factors.

So, How Do Christians Fall, Spiritually?

We fall when we are immature, weak, unmotivated, distracted, yielding to temptation, in a panic, attempting to carry too much by ourselves (without Christ's help) and when our balance or equilibrium has been affected by sin. At these times we may stumble over evil and fall.

How Serious Can This Falling Be?

My belief is "once saved, always saved".  I think Peter believed the same, because he speaks of "falling from steadfastness" and not from salvation.  The tragedy of this is that while we are on our face, we are not in fellowship with our Lord and are not representing him in this world.  

As for me, I do not want to stand before Him at judgement and discuss a willingness on my part to spend most of my life on the ground in a state of "fallen". With the love He has shown for me, I owe Him more than that.

Peter's Wisdom For Us, Or How To Prevent A Falling:

At the end of verse 17, Peter has only 25 more words left.  He has warned us about falling.  Does he have an answer for us (any wisdom) in these few words that are left? Peter begins verse 18, with the word "but".  Thank goodness, he has an answer! He has wisdom. In fact, he needs only 15 words to help us out.

"But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."
I bet you know that objects, which are motion are not falling. There is great stability within the motion of a gyroscope. Only when it begins to slow its spinning does it begin to fall.  As long as an airplane is flying (moving under power) it does not fall.  When it looses speed, it falls out of the air, to the ground.  The reason the moon does not fall into the earth is that it is moving around the earth. A rolling coin does not fall to the tabletop until its motion slows to a stop. "OK, enough already, John, we understand what you mean."

The word Peter uses in his solution to avoid falling is the verb grow.  Without sounding too much like an English professor - this verb is an active voice, second person, plural, present tense command in the imperative mood.

Whew!

Looking at the word grow in this (English Professor) light we find it is:


- Imperitive. "growing is important!"

- A command. "growing is a must!"

- Active - "an effort must take place for growth to happen."

- Second person - "You (must) grow"

- Plural - "all of you, (must) grow" 

- Present tense - "all of you must grow, right now."

Did you know?

That - "The Christian life is a life for people on the grow?"

That - "The Christian life is a moving target - not for the casual or idle."

That - "We can not grow into fullness of the Holy Spirit. We must surrender to it."

That - "We can not surrender into maturity. We must grow into it"

The Biology of Life and Growth 

As I remember my first biology classes, about a hundred years back, there are certain characteristics of life. One of the characteristics that must exist for life to be present is growth - where there is no growth, there is no life.  (By this definition, viruses are not living entities, since they do not grow).

Another "must have characteristic" is reproduction. Whether we are reproducing disciples or not is a subject of tremendous importance when we consider whether a Christian is alive or not, but I do not have the time to get into that this week. Oh how badly I would like to discuss the subject of reproducing disciples - Pauls and Timothys! I will devote time to this later - I promise!

We need to remember a universal truth of biology here. In biology, that which is not growing is dying. It is the same spiritually. The Christian who is not growing is dying.

In our personal lives, we must remember that nobody stands still. They either go forward or backwards. We advance or we regress. And, a life at a standstill is a life in retreat. 

Have you ever tried to walk up the down escalator? It is possible, and not all that difficult.  However, you must keep walking upward.  When you stop, you immediately begin going back downhill. The Christian life is like that.

Peter Also Said We Must Grow In A Specific Direction 

Humans have a high honor in having the decision of the kind of character, into which we will grow, but we must not grow in just any direction - We must grow in the direction of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Dawson Trotman founder of the international Navigators organization said:

"You are going to be what you are now becoming."

Marching Direction On The Drill Field:

All of us know the basic marching commands.  We, who have marched in formation, know the commands and the cadence in which they are issued.  The first command, "Forward, March!" is a lot like spiritual growth.  When we hear the command "Forward March!" we know we are going places and we step off smartly, right foot first. The life of a Christian must be a "Forward, March!" life.

In spiritual terms, the opposite would be "To the Rear, March!"  I guess we are going places when we march toward the rear, just not in a proper direction.  

Spiritually, this is the same as losing ground.  And do you remember?  When we are not growing, we are dying. "To the Rear, March!" is the spiritual equivalent of what Peter meant when he talked about falling in steadfastness.

You know me well enough by now to know that I would not like spiritual "to the rear marching."  You probably know that, if I am going to be going. I want to go forward in my growth in grace and knowledge of my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

There is another marching term that is just as bad as "To the Rear, March!" That command is "Mark Time, March!"  Can you imagine picking up and putting down your spiritual feet and never going anywhere - never taking the first step forward.

Yo' Left, Yo' Left, Yo' Left, Right, Left - and never moving forward a single step.

WHAT A WASTE!

Some "Christians live their entire "post encounter with Jesus lives" doing mark time marching. They have a theme song, too.  Do you know it?  The first line goes:

"Jesus Loves me, this I know. And that's as far as I want to go."

What a waste of a Christian life!

Staying In Place, Forever:

In Central Asia, there is a nomadic tribe called the Tartars. These people have a curse that goes,  "May you stay in one place forever." Some Christians are cursed in this way, aren't they? The sad thing is, they do it by choice.

Knowing Jesus - Do You Know The Difference In Being Introduced to Someone vs Knowing them?

Would you like to step in front of Jesus at Judgement and have Him look toward His Father and say, 

"Yes, I met (insert your name here) once, but I never knew him/her." 

I think this is why Peter wanted us to grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We must know Him for Him to know us.

So, How Do You Grow In Grace And Knowledge?

There are a few Laws of Growth that we must comply with in order to grow.  These laws impact both physical and spiritual growth.  They follow:

1 - Consume a regular diet of healthy food (spiritual food = Word of God).

2 - Exist in the proper environment (heavenly sunlight = regular worship in God's house. (A healthy spiritual environment also includes a proper dose of Christian friends).

3 - Get proper exercise - The muscle that is never exercised will never be strong. (Spiritual calisthenics include prayer, witness, Bible study, service and ministry. Faithfulness to these exercises = growth in grace) Remember, the more strenuous the exercise, the more sturdy the growth.

4 - Get proper rest - Observe the Lord's Day and keep it Holy.

In Conclusion - May We Take An Inventory?

What is your maturity level as a Christian? 

What is your spiritual IQ? 

Are you a spiritual baby, youth, adolescent, adult? 

Do you often stumble and fall?

Can you stand, unassisted?

Are you growing in Christ?

Would He know you, or did you just meet once?

Be strong in the lord, and be of good courage!

Study hard this week and call if you need someone to talk to,
