Yes, I Love You

John Baugh

February 6, 2002

As I begin, I need to tell you that all of the scripture I will use in this study comes from the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible. Thanks for letting me get that out of the way.

Studies of New Testament scripture, which relate to following the Christian lifestyle can be thought provoking. After completing my love study on 1st Corinthians 2:9 this past week, I wanted to take the concept of love a little further. I am certain you understand that there may be no more important characteristic of the Christian life than love.

Did you know that the word "Love" is used 259 times in the New Testament?

I know you know that the Greek, from which we get our translations of the New Testament, is a very expressive language. I believe you also know that there are three words for our word "love" in Greek. There are instances where the reference is to filial love (brotherly love). Other places use the eros form of the word, referring to romantic love. Then there is the use of agape love, which is the love our Lord has for us. Most of the uses of love characterizing a Christ like lifestyle are of the filial or agape version. It is a sad fact that most uses of the word love these days refer to the eros type of love - often in a manner much more "eros" than the word "romantic" conveys.

I have listed some (34) of the passages that include the word love below. If you take time to count, you will see that our word is actually used 65 times in the passages I have selected. (I let the computer count them for me)

I bet the verse containing your favorite use of the word love is in my list: If not, i am sorry for my failure to recognize your verse.

A thorough study of these passages could and would take years to complete. My thought is that many of the most significant passages of Christianity are contained in the passages which fall below. 

Of course the most significant verse in Christianity is in this selection.  Someone said that all of Christianity is contained in the 26 words of the passage and that the rest of the New Testament is only a restatement of the fullness of the passage.  Do you know what the passage is? Yes, you are right - John 3:16. Before you go on, think for a moment about the incredible news contained in the 26 words that God gave to John so that he could give them to us.

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16
Take a moment to read some of God's most significant words on Love.

Jesus replied: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'

Matthew 22:37

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'

Mark 12:30
He answered: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, `Love your neighbor as yourself.'"

Luke 10:26-18
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16
"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

John 13: 34-35
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

Romans 8:28
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?

Romans 8:35
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:39
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.

Romans 12:10
The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself. Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law."

Romans 13:9-10
No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.
1 Corinthians 2:9
But the man who loves God is known by God

1 Corinthians 8:3
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

2 Corinthians 3:14
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

Galatians 5:22
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
Ephesians 3: 17-19
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.

Ephesians 4:2
Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Ephesians 5:1-2
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,

Philippians 1:9

Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other.

1Thessalonians 4:9
The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
1 Timothy 1:5
Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.

1 Timothy 4:12
But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.

1 Timothy 6:11
Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints.

Philemon 1:7
Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.

James 1:12
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,

1 Peter 1:8
But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him:

1 John 2:5
Whoever loves his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble.

1 John 2:10
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.

1 John 3:1
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
1 John 4:9-11
We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.

1 John 4:19-21
And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love.

2 John 1:6

Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.

Jude 1:21
